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PREFACE. 


HAT the Heathen World was 
greatly enhightened and reformed by 
the Lectures and Inſtructions of the 
Philoſophers, nobody; will diſpute, ufo 
confiders, that the chief Principle which 
A they inculcated on their Diſciples and 
f Followers nwas, that Happineſs was at- 
tainable only but by an Abſtinence from. 
ö Vice, and the Practice of Virtue; ani 
A that the main Bent of their Studies was, 
4 to promote the univerſal Good of Man- 
Lind. More couid not be expected from 
: | TT. mere 


w The PREFACE. 
mere Men, who had nothing but the 
Law of Nature and the Light of Rea- 
fon to guide them. And yet, whoever 
reads the Merals of Plutarch, Epicte- 
tus, Seneca, and others of thoſe il 
luſtrious Antients, muſt acknowledge 
that their Precepts had a Tendency to 
promote theſe great and beneficial Ends, 
eſpect ally, as their own Examples oere 
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a living Teſtimony ef tbeir Perſuaſion 


of the Truth of their Doctrines. 


But though their Improvements in 
Knowledge and Virtue were very great ; 


yet whoever compares their Syſtems of | 


Ethicks with the Divine Morality of 
the Goſpel, muſt confeſs an infinite De- 
ſharity between them; and that the Ser- 
mon on the Mount not only comprehends, 


but vaſtly improves all their Rules and 1} 
Precepts for the Regulation of Life and 


Manners, 


The PREFACE v 
Manners, and the Government of the 
Paſſions. 


Now, tho' the new Law promulged 2 1 
by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, bas 
ſpread a brighter Light over our 
Minds than could poſſibly be admini- 
| ier d by any human Means; yet great 
e F Uſe may be made of the wiſe Sayings and 
: 8 _ Sentiments which Hiſtory has recorded 

of thoſe antient Sages, by applying and 
adapting them to the various Caſes that 
= | occur in the Chriſtian State. 


This I have attempted in the follow- 
ing Sheets, and endeavoured to point 
out to the fincere Chriſtian, a new Me- 
thod of improving himſelf in Divine 
Knowledge ; namely, by converting the 
Wiſdom of the Antients into uſe eful Leſ- 

Jons w_ the Practice wy the various Du- 


ties 
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Ties of his Religion. And as ] have ub 
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View in this Work, but to aſſiſt the ex- 
perimental Chriſtian in his Spiritual 


Exerciſes, and to help him on in his Pro- 


greſs towards eternal Happineſs, I hope 


my Endeavours will be favourably re- 


ceived, however weak and imperfect the 


Performance may. be. 


To the READ ER. 


U T of many, there are, I preſume, 
two grand Ends that induce Men 
to write and publiſh their Performances 
to the World ; the one to gain popular 
Applauſe, to be highly eſteemed for their 
ſuperior Wit and ſcholaſtic Learning, and 
the other with a real Deſire to promote 
the Glory of Jenovan, and the eternal 
Welfare of the human Species. I hope 
I may claim a Part in the latter, which 
has put -me upon preſenting the World 
with this CABIN ET Or JEwteLs. I am 
| ſenſible it will meet with variety of Re- 
ceptions; the learned Reader may con- 

demn it, becauſe it is not adorned with 
the Flowers of Rhetoric ; the Ignorant, 

for want of proper Judgment, will deſpiſe 
it; and none will know its Value, but 
real experimental Chriſtians, that are en- 
dowed with ſupernatural Wiſdom. May 
the LoxD give you not only to read, but 
to underſtand, to the Edification of your 
immortal Souls, is the earneſt Deſire of 
your 1 05 


Friend and Servant, 


For Chriſt*s ſake, 


C. B. 
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CABINET of JEwELs, &c. 


MEXK AN Y of the Philoſophers 
M were Men eminent in Mora- 

lity; their Doctrines ſometimes . 
NN KA divine, and worthy the Medi- 


tations and Practices of Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſors. | | 


It was a very excellent Saying of Anto- 
ninus, Make it no longer a Matter of Diſpute, 
what are the Marks and Signs of a good 
Man ; but immediately ſet about it, and en- 
deavour to become ſuch a one. 


A poor Solas; Aſcbines, having no- 
king to give his Tutor, Socrates, for his 
Pains taken with him : When others 

| gave Gifts, Sir, ſaid he, I have nothing 

do give you; but if you will take me, I 

will beſtow myſelf upon you, Wilt __ 
» | A 0 
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ot faid Socrates, nay, then I will give 


| thee thyſelf better: And ſo inſtructed 


him in Philoſophy. Chriſt hath taken 


wore Pains for and about us, and Hall we 


not give ourſeFves to bim? Who will give us 


ourſelves better again, and inſtruft us in 


Divinity to the ſaving of our Souls? 


A great Man having injured a Philo- 5 
ſopher, ſent his Servant to intreat or 
charge him that he would not write a- 
gainſt him; by whom he returned this 


Aniwer, That be was not at Leiſure to 


think of bim. Oh how delightful it is to 

live, when Injuries intermeddle not with 
the Soul, but it can enjoy itſelf, and em- 
ploy itſelf without Diſturbance ! 


Seneca hath his Similitude to fet out 
the great Evil of Murmuring under ſmall 
AMictions : Suppoſe, ſaith he, a Man to 
have a very fair Houſe to dwell in, with 


very fair Orchards and Gardens, fet a- 


bout with brave tall Trees, for Orna- 
ment ; what a moſt unreaſonable Thin 
were it in this Man to murmur, becauſe 


the Wind blows a few Leaves off the 
Trees, though they hang full of Fruits. 
If God take à little and leave us much, ſhall 
we be di i/content ? If he takes our Son, and 
give 
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give us his own ? If be cauſe the Trees to 


bring forth Fruit, ſhall we be angry if the 


Wind blow away the Leaves ? 


Since God, ſaid Socrates, is ſo careful 
for you, what need you to be ſo careful 


for yourſelves? How like is this to that of 
Chriſt; Take no Thought, &c. for your hea- 
 venly Father knows that ye have need of the/e 
Things, Let your Converſation be without 


Care, for God careth for you. 


When Socrates in a Diſpute did bitter- 
ly fall upon one of his Familiars, ſand 
Plato to him; it had been better to have 
ſpoken of theſe Things in Private; ami 
replied Socrates, ſhouldit thou not alſo have 
told me in Private ? Reproofs are not very 
like to take, when in reproving we commit 


the Evil we condemn, 


 Overates wittily rebuked the Pride of 
Alcibiades, when he proudly boaſted how 
much Land he had that lay together, by 
bringing him a Map of the World, ſay- 
ing, pray ſhew me where your Land ly- 
eth here? One Prick of a Pin would have 
deſcribed all. Alaſs! why do we boaſt ? 


_ The whole World is nothing to Heaven ; and 
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that which we have, is nothing ts the Whole, 
Shall we be proud of Atoms and Duſt ? 


Cato among other Things repented of 
this, that ever he ſpent one Day idle. 


Dionyſius the elder being demanded if he 


had nothing to do ? ſaid, God forbid, 
Scipio the elder, ſaid, that he was never 
leſs alone, than when moſt alone ; when 


he was at Leiſure, he had the greateſt 


Buſineſs. pat a Shame is it to a Chriſ- 
tian to be found idle, and trifling away that 


Time which Heathens made ſo much of | 


Alas, I have loſt a Day, ſaid Titus Veſpa- 


ſian of the Day wherein he bad done no 


Tully thought him not worthy the 
Name of a Man, that ſpent a whole Day 
in the Pleaſures of the Fleſh. And Socra- 
tes had ſuch a vile Eſteem of Sin, that he 


thought it one of the greateſt Torments 


of Men in another Lite, to be bound to 


the Sins they moſt delighted in in this Life. 


And Seneca ſaid of himſelf, I am too great, 


and born to greater Things than that I 


ſhould be a Slave to my Body. Oh Chri/- 
tians ! what do you more than others ? Will 
not you live above the Fleſh and Deeds there- 
of ? 


Remember, 
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| Remember, ſaid one to Antigonus, that 
thou art Son to a King, and that will 
keep thee from baſe Courſes, And when 
Philip would have Alexander, who was 
very Swift of Foot, to run in the Olym- 
pike Games, I could be well content, ſaid 
he, provided there were Kings and Princes 
to run with me. Let Chriſtians then ſtand 
on their Birth and Name, to do nothing be- 
low the Eſtate of King's Sons, nothing un- 
becoming ſuch as are Heaven-born. Is it for 
Kings Sons, O Lemnel ? Is it for Chriſtians. 
to be vain, proud, covetous ? &c. b 


When Alexander ſaw an apparent great 
Danger near him, now, ſays he, here's 
a Danger or Trial fit for the Mind of 
Alexander. Chriſtians ſhould ſay of the great- 
et Trials, here's a Trial for a Chriſtian. 
As lis ſaid of Ignatius, that when be fel! 
his Fleſh and his Bones begin to be ground 
between the Teeth of wild Beaſts, now, ſays 
he, I begin to be a Chriſtian. For as Queen 
Elizabeth ſaid in Priſon, the Skill of a Pi- 
lot is beſt known in a Tempeſt; the Valour 
a Captain, in a Battle ; and the Worth of 
2 Chriſtian, in the Time of Trial. 


It is ſaid of Plutarch, that he ſhould 
fay of himſelf, It were better there had 
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„ never been ſuch a Man as Plularch, 
<« than that they ſhould juſtly Report 
him unmerciful and unjuſt.* I was 
a worthy Saying of an Heathen, and might 
well become the Meditation of a Chriſtian. 
There are many who go under the Nation and 
Profeſſion of Chriſtians ; ſew are really ſuch 
comparatively: but better were it we never 
were born, than that wwe ſhould be Chriſtians 
only in Profeſſion, not in Practice; having 
a Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power 
of it in our Lives and Converſations. For 
then we have Cauſe to fear the pronouncing of 
the ſad Sentence, Go ye curſed, Sc. for 
we have but little Hopes of finding Chriſt our 
Saviour at our Deaths, if we do not own 
him for a Sovereign while we live. 


Xenopbanes, when one Laſus called him 
Coward becauſe he would not play at Dice 
with him, ſaid, I confeſs I am a very 
Coward in theſe Things that are evil, for 
I dare do nothing at all. *Tis better to be 
reproached for not doing Evil, than to do 
Evil to avoid Reproach. 


 Ariſtarchus, Scoffing at the great Num- 
ber of Sophiſters in his Days, ſaid, that 
in old Time hardly could there be found 
ſeven wife Men throughout the World; 
in 
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but in our Days, ſaid he, much ado there 
is to find ſo many Fools. Tis a bad Age 


t qben Men are wiſe in their own Eyes. 


| Scipio made his Boaſt, that there was 


not one of his Soldiers but would venture 


their Lives for him; if it were to leap in- 
to the Sea, or to caſt themſelves down an 
high Tower if he required it. How much 


1 | then ſhould Chriſtians be at Chriſt's Com- 


mand, and not love their Lives unto the 
Death; eſpecially ſeeing all his Commands 
are holy, juſt and good. 


A Miniſter living near to a Philoſo- 
pher, did ofcen pertuade him to become 


1 a Chriſtian; oh, but ſaid the Philoſopher, 


If I turn Chriſtian, I muſt, or may loſe 
all for Chriſt : To whom, and to which 
the Miniſter replied, If you loſe any 


. 2 Thing for Chriſt, He will repay it an 
hundred fold: But ſaid the Philoſopher, 


will you be bound for Chriſt, that if he 


does not pay me, you will? Yes, that I 


will, ſaid the Miniſter ; ſo the Philoſo- 
pher became a Chriſtian, and the Miniſ- 
ter entred into Bond, and became a Surety 
for the Surety of the Covenant. When 


4 this new Chriſtian Philoſopher was on his 


Sick and Death-Bed, he held this Bond 
| — 


68) 
in his Hand, and ſent for the Miniſter, to 
whom he gave up the Bond, ſaying, 
Chriſt hath paid all, there's nothing for 
you to pay, take your Bond. Surely, 
though a Man ſhould be a Loſer for Chriſt, 
yet be ſball be no Loſer by Chriſt; he will 
make amends for all, Matt. xix. 21. 


Marcus Arethuftus, Miniſter of a Church 
in the Time of Conſtantine, who in Conſtan- 
tines Time, had been the Cauſe of over- 
_ throwing an Idol's Temple; afterwards, 
when Julian came to be Emperor, he would 
force the People of that Place to build it 
up again; they were ready to do it, but 
he refuſed, whereupon, thoſe that were 
bis own People to whom he preached, 

took him, and ſtriped him of all his 
| Cloaths, and abuſed his naked Body, and 


gave it up to the Children to lance i i. With 
their Pen-knives, and then cauſed him to 


be put in a Baſket, and anointed his na- 


ked Body with Honey, and ſet him in the 
Sun, to beſtung with Waſps ; and all this 


Cruelty they ſhewed becauſe he would not 
do any Thing towards the building up of 
this Idol Temple; nay, they came to this, 
that if he would do the leaſt towards it, 


if he would give but a Half-penny to it, 


wy would fave him: But he refuſed all, 
though 
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FF though the giving of a Half. penny might 


have ſaved his Life; and in doing this, 


he did but live up to that Principle that 


"3 moſt Chriſtians talk of, and all profeſs, 
but few come up to it, viz. That we muſt 
chuſe rather to ſuffer the worſt of Torments 
that Men and Devils can invent, and inflitt, 
Iban to commit the leaſt Sin, whereby God 
3 /hould be diſhonoured, our Conſciences woun- 
ded, Religion reproached, and our own Sou 
endangered. 


A Philoſopher walking abroad, found 
a Woman weeping, and aſking her the 
3 Reaſon, alaſs, ſaid ſhe, I have broke my 
Pitcher: and walking another Day, found 
another Woman weeping, and aſking her 
the Reaſon, ſhe told him her Son was 
dead. He preſently ſays, did that Wo- 
man think that an earthen Pitcher would 


not break; and this Woman, that a mor- 


tal Man would not die? Should we not 


expect that changeable will change? That 


the Faſhion of this World will paſs away? 
We ſhould fo uſe Enjoyments, as if we 
were taking Leave of them. Our Mode- 
ration of Foy and Sorrow ſhould be known 1 
IF #ccauſe the End of all Things is at Hand. 


Socrates, 
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- * Socrates, when the Tyrant did threaten 
Death to im, told him, he was willing; 


nay then, ſaid the Tyrant, you ſhall live 4 
againſt your Will: nay, but ſaid Socrates, ' // 
whatever you do with me, it ſhall be my 


Will. And a certain Stoic ſpeaking of J 
God, ſaid, What God will, I will; and! 
what is not God's Will, ſhall not be mine; 


© He will that I live,; I will live; if it 
be his Pleaſure that I die, I will die. 


How ſhould the Will of Chrijlians floop ai! 
lie down at the Foot of Ged's Will; not my 
Will, but thine be done. | 
Ore CANT SE 

- Plutarch in his Epiſtle Conſolatory to 
his Wife, on the Death of a Child, among 
__ other ments hath this, We 
mult always think well of what the Gods 


do. And ſball not Chriſtians think well of © 
tobat God dotb, and ſay as Hezekiah, 


good is the Word, and good is the Work of 
the Lord. | 


A Roman Servant kuowing that his 
Maſter was ſought to be put to death, put 


himſelf into his Maſter's Cloaths, that 
he might be taken for him; and fo was, 


and put to death; in memory whereof, 
his Maſter erected a Brazen Statue. Oh 


what Monuments ſhall we ere for C brif, 
n who 


A 


1 (22 
robo when we were to be put t0 death would 
die for us! far a good Mun ſome would dare 


'Y to die; and greater Love than this cannot be 
Hevn, than that a Man may lay down bis 


Life for a Friend; but behold herein God 
manifeſteth and commendeth his Love to us, 
2} that while we were yet Sinners, yea Enemies, 


q Cbriſt died for us. 


The young Philoſophers were very for- 
ward to get the Precepts of their Sect, 
and the Rule of Severity, that they might 
diſcourſe with Kings and Nobles, not 
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that they might reform their own Man- 
ners. Many Profeſſors in this Age are like 
 # thoſe Philoſophers ,, they are very induſtrious 
to get Knowledge, that they may be able to 


diſcourſe, and that they may be eyed, owned 


and bonoured among others, for their Know- 


+ ledge and Underſtanding : Souls that are rich 
in Grace, they labour after greater Meaſures 
# of Grace, out of love to Grace, and becauſe 


e an Excellency that they ſee in Grace. Grace 


is a very ſparkling Fewel; and be that loves 


it, and purſues after it for its own native 
8 Beauty, hath much of it within bim. 


The old l were wont in Time of 


Thunder to ſhoot off their greateſt Ord- 
nance, to drown the Noiſe of the Hea- 


vens. 


vens. So let God thunder from Heaven, yet | 
wicked Men will ſo improve their wicked 
Principles, that their Conſciences may not _ 


hear the Noiſe of the Thunder-Claps of Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure. The covetous Man will 
improve his earthly Principles; and the am- 
bitious Man his ambitious Principles; and 
the voluptuous Man his voluptuous Princi- 
ples; and the unchaſte Man his unclean Prin- 
cipies; and the erroneous Man his erroneous 
Principles; and the blaſphemous Man bis 
blaſphemous Principles ! Shall wicked Men 
thus improve their wicked Principles to the 
uttermoſt againſt God, Chriſt, and Religion, 
and againſt the Proſperity, Peace, Foy, and 
Happineſs of the Saints ! And ſhall not Saints 
improve their Graces to the uttermoſt, for 
the Honour of the Lord, the Advancement of 


Religion, and the mutual Profit and Benefit | 


of each other ? 


A Philoſopher obſerveth, that all Bi- 
een Creatures with two Feet, are ſtill 
ooking upward : Birds and Fowls ſel- 
dom ſtay long upon the Earth ; when 


they light there, it is to ſeek their Food, 


no ſooner have they gotten that, but = 
mount upward toward Heaven; thoug 


where the Carcaſs is, the Eagles are ga- 


thered together; yet when they have got 
8 their 
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yet their prey, and ſatisfied their hunger, 
ted they ſoar aloft, as if they mounted up to 
mot Heaven: Beaſts, though they cannot 


mount upward, and are made fo as they 
vill look downward, yet they are often ſeen 
n- to lift up their Heads toward Heaven, 
nd . eſpecially in the Time of Extremity. Na- 
i- turaliſts obſerve of the Lion and the Cock, 
u- 


that they expreſs their Joy at the riſing of 
ous the Sun, as being ſenſible of the Motion of 
bis the heavenly Bodies: The like may be 
Jen ſajd of ſome Fiſhes in the Sea. They 
tell us of a Fiſh which hath but one Eye, 
_* which is ſeated like a vertical Point upon 
nd the Top of its Head, always looking to- 


nis _ wards Heaven; therefore is called by the 
for | Grecians, the Beholder of Heaven. O- 


% | thers tell of a precious Stone taken out of 
the Head of a Fiſh called Synodus, that 
beareth ſome Reſemblance of the Sun and 
Moon, and other heavenly Bodies. If 
Bi- 1 we come lower to Vegetables, Proclus 
till Fobſerveth, that Plants and Flowers, and 
el- Mother Vegetables have all a Dependance, 


en and many of them ſome Repreſentation of 
pd, the heavenly Bodies; the TT ulip, Mari- 
1e Sold, and ſome other Flowers wait upon 
gh the Sun, as the Handmaid upon the 
ga- Hand of her Miſtreſs, opening by De- 
got Srees as the Sun aſcends; and again, 


eir | B ſhutting 


preſentation of the heavenly Bodies z fo 


(14) 


ſhutting up themſelves gradually, as the 
Sun declineth; and this ſo punctually, 


that though the Sun appear not, a Man 


may more infallibly know when it is high 


Noon by their full ſpreading, than by any 

1 Clock or Watch. The Hop in its grow- 

8 9 winds itſelf about the Pole, always 
| e te fo ] 

X11, to Weſt, and can by no Means be forced 

to a contrary Way. Some affirm, that 

the Sap in Trees preciſely follows the Mo- 


owing the Courſe of the Sun from Eaſt 


tion of the Sun, aſcending and deſcending 
at the ſame Time, and by the lame Steps 
the Sun doth. If we come lower to in- 
animate Creatures, Plato obſerveth, that 
all the Elements do naturally deſire to 
evaporate themſelves into the ccoleſtial 


higher Degree of Perfection; the Fire, 
and Air, thoſe lighter Elements ſtill afpire 
higher and higher (as it were) to make 
nearer Approaches towards Heaven; the 
Earth and Water, thoſe heavy Elements, 


though they do not aſcend in their groſs 


Bodies, yet they are daily —_ up 
ſome thinner Part of themſelves, ſome 
Vapours, as it were ſome Breathings 
toward Heaven, Naturali/ts (peak of ſe- 
veral Stones, in which there is ſome Re- 


that 


— (as it were) there to attain to a 


* 


the 


ven, not to the Earth. Having then ſo many 


(15) 
that in the ſeveral Orders of Nature, there. 
is Something that might remind us of our 
Duty of converſing in Heaven, and look - 
ing to Things Eternal: There is ſcarce 
any Thing we look on, but might ſome. 
ws or other put us in mind of this; 


eſt and choiceſt 'Things the Larth 
affords, are hid from our Hyes, ſhut up 
in Darkneſs; ſo as if we look downward, 
we ſee only the Surface of the Earth, and 


there our Sight is bounded , whereas, up- 


ward toward Heaven, all Things are o- 
pen and tranſparent; to note how vaſt our 
Affections ſhould be toward Heaven: If we 


ſtand upon ſome high Steeple, and look 


downward to the Earth, we cannot look 


long without Dizzineſs and Fear whereas 


when we look upward toward Heaven, 
though a thouſand Times greater Diſtance, 
we can continue looking without either, 
as if Nature would hereby mind us, that 
our Eyes were given us to look to Hea- 


Monitors, we ſhall ſherv ourſelves ill Scholars 


F wwe do not learn this Leſſon, of conver/ing 


with, and ſetting our Afﬀetlions on Things 
above, 


After Julius Ceſar was murdered, Au- 
_ banius brought forth his Coat all bloody, 
= 1 and. 
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and cut; and laid it before the People, 
pou have your Em- 


laying, Look here, 
eror's Coat thus bloody, and torn : 
N hereupon, the People were preſent! 
in an Uproar, and cried out to ſlay tho 
Murderers | and they took their Tables 
and Stools that were in the Place, and ſet 
them on Fire, and run to the Houſes of 
them that had flain Cæſar, and burnt 
them. So when we confider that Sin bath 
flain our Lord Jeſus, bow ſhould it provoke 
our Flearts to be revenged on it, that bath 
murdered the Lord of Glory, and bath done 


that Miſchief, that all the Devils in Hell 
could never have done. | 


n binagheas Ze thas 
his Ship with all. the Freight and Mer- 
chandize therein was caſt away; thou 


haſt done well, O Fortune, ſaid he, to 


drive us to our ſtudying Gown, and our 
| Philolopher's Life again. We ſoul! look 
ren Loſes and Afﬀiictions, as that which is 
1% draw and. drive us nearer unto God in 
Holineſs of Life, 


When Alexander came to Diogenes, and 


aſked him if he wanted any Thing, and 
would requeſt any Thing of him, Nothing 


ſaid he, but that thou wouldeſt ſtand out 


of 


th 3 1 * 
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of the Sun, To a gracious Ileart there is 


not lung comparable to the ſhining of the Sun 


J Righteonſneſs. 


A Perfimm King had one about him, 


X whoſe Pluce and Office it was to ſay unto 


him every Morning as he entered into the 
Chamber, Ariſe my Lord, and have re- 

ard to thoſe Affairs for which Meſoroma /. 
| J. e. the great God, would have you 


' to provide. /e ſbould bethink us every 


Night what toe have done, and every Morn- 


| ing what we have to do for, and in Obedience 
10 the great God, 


God, faith Plutarch, hateth and pu- 
niſheth thoſe, who will ſeem to imitate 
him in Thunder, Lightening, and Sun. 
Beams : but thoſe that be Followers of 
his Virtue, and Goodneſs, he loveth and 
advanceth ; An admirable Obſervation, and 


f ſuitable to the Scriptures, 


Nictas, a Painter, was ſo affectionately 
bent to his Art, that he often forgot him- 
ſelf, and would aſk his Servants whether 


! he had dined or no? The intentneſs of 
Archimedes alſo is famouſly known. Oh 


that we could be, if but now and then ſo in- 
tent at Meditation of God ! &c. 


53 Dionvfius 


* 
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Dionyfius the younger uſed to ſay, that 
he kept and maintained many learned 
Men, not becauſe he did eſteem them ſo 


much, but for that he deſired to be © 


eſteemed for their Sake. May we not fear 
that many entertain Preachers and Miniſters 


en the like Account, and for the ſame Rea - 


mn . | 


King Henry the Fourth, aſked the Duke 
of Alva, if he had obſerved the great E- 
clipſe of the Sun, which had lately hap- 
pened ? No, ſaid the Duke I have fo 
much to do on Earth, that I have no 
Leiſure to look up to Heaven. Oh ! that 
this were not true of moſt Profeſſors in theſe 
Days; *tis very ſad to think, how their 


Hearts and Time is ſo much taken up with 


earthly Things, that they have ſcarce any 
Leiſure to look up to Heaven, or to look af- 
ter Chriſt, and thg Things that belong to 
their everlaſting Peace. | 


Eudamedes ſeeing Xenocrates, on old 


Man ſtudying Philoſophy with young 


Scholars in an Academy, demanded of 
one that ſtood by what he was ? and be- 
ing told that he was one that ſought af- 
ter Virtue ; ſaid he, if he be ſtill ſtudy- 

ing 


_ 


(19) 

ng and till ſeeking it, when will he uſe 

ut IF and practice it, Alas ! how many are there 

ed WM that are ever learning, but never come to the 
3 Knowledge of the Truth, 


ar * Alexander commanded his Treaſurer to 

give Anaxarchus the 3 whatſo- 
ever he demanded z and when his Trea- 
ſurer brought him Word, that he craved 

an exceſſive Sum, viz. an hundred Ta- 
ke lents. The Man, ſaid Alexander, doth 
-» very well, knowing as he doth that he 
pP- hath ſuch a Friend of me as both can and 
lo will beſtow ſo much upon him. Ve may 
0 i} aſt great Things of the great God, being aſ- 
at | ſured that he both can and will make good 
ſe is Promiſes. He will give like a God. 


— 
S 
=. 


2 
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5 one Day when Phocton had delivered 


yy . his Advice among a great Aſſembly of 
f- | People, and ſeeing that with one Accord 
0 they all approved his Speech, he was a- 
pI . N . . 

3 ſhamed; and turning toward his Friends, 
 *F faid, What! have I ſpoken ſome Words 
d thatare not Good, that the People ſpeak 
f Ii well of it? A good Man may in ſome Caſes 
ö 


| N be jealous of himſelf when the bad approves 
im. Moe unto you when all Men ſpeak 
well of you, | 


One 


. BY | 
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One * Avefilaus the Great, what | 7 
Children — learn when they are " 
young ? anſwered, That which they were 

to practice when they were grown up. 
Teach a Child the Tread of his Way, ane 
hex br 55 Old be will ar * I 


A Philoſopher being aſked: why rich 
Men attended not the Gates of Philoſo- 
phers ? Becauſe, ſaid he, they know not 
their Need of Philoſophy. The Reaſon ſo 
few attend at Wiſdom's Gates, 25, becauſe 
they know not ' the Need 9 cope of 

| Chriſt Jeſs. 


When there were 8 in Ce- 
ſar's Army, the very Name of Quirites 
huſht them. Ob that the Name of Chriſt 
might prevail zo buſh the Commotions that 

are among Profeſſors, who bite and devour 
ane another, and do themſelves more Hurt 
than their Enemies could. 
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| Polemon coming into the School of Ze- 
vocrates, with his drunken — * 
crowned with Garlands, purpoſely to 
out- face him and his Philoſophy ; Zeno- 
crates nevertheleſs, went on with a Lec- 
ture of Temperance, preſſing it ſo far, 
that 
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JF that it wrought much upon Polemon, yea 
ſo much, that he immediately abando- 
ned his former Courſes, and became his 
Diſciple, and proved the Stricteſt of the 
whole Set. How many have been thus 
i caught at Sermons, and of vile Sinners be- 
come ſtrict Saints? 


One of King Cyrus's Courtiers, and a 
ot great Favourite, having but little Eſtate, 
ſo | when he was to marry his Daughter, was 
je M aſked, Sir, where will you have Portion 
of for your Daughter? He anſwered Cyrus is 
my friend. Saints may ſay, The Lord is 
i my Friend, and my Portion, Rh 1 
— MW * not want. 


ſt FF Furnmus Camillus was always like him- 
xt ſelf, the ſame Man, not puffed up by 
rr 3 being a Dictator, nor dejected when for- 
rt bidden his Country. The Chriſtian's Motto 
I /hould be that of Queen Elizabeth, ſemper 
eadem, akways the ſame ; not to be lifted up 


* in Proſperity, nor caſt down in Adverſity. 

A Antiſtbenes being aſked what he got by 
. Learning? anſwered, That he could talk 
- with himſelf, he could live alone, he 
r, needed not to go abroad, and be behold- 
ing to others for Delight. Much more 


may 


( 22 ) 


may be ſay this, yea, and much more than 3 
this, who hath learned Chriſt, and the Trutb "I 


as it is in Feſuis. 


Raeder tells us, that when Cyrus 


gave Artabaſus, one of his Courtiers, a 
Cup of Gold, he gave Chryſantes, his Fa- 
vourite, nothing at that Time but a Kils, 
which occaſioned this Speech from Ar- 
tabaſus to Cyrus, Sir, the Cup you gave 


me was not fo good Gold as the Kiſs you 
gave Chry/antes. God gives wicked Men 


tan) I imes Gold, but without Kiſſes = 
godly Mn Kiſſes, but without Gold; 

the godly may ſay, there is more Gold in Fed 
Kiſſes, than in the others Gold, Therefore 


kiſs the Son leaſt be be angry with you, and 


ye erde from the Way. Pſalm i. 12. 


There was a long Feud between T he- 


miſtocles and Ariſtides, but being both em- 
ployed in Service for their Country, Ariſ- 
tides beſpoke T hemiſtocles thus, If we be 


4 1 1 
"3 
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wile, it is high Time we ſhould leave off 5 


this vain Envy and Spite we have a long 
Time borne each other, and that we 
ſhould enter into another Sort of Envy 
more Honourable and Profitable; I mean 


which of us two ſhould do his beſt En- 
deavour 


, ** 1+ . * 
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deavour to ſave Greece. To which The- 
miſtocles made this Anſwer, I am ſorry, 


*Z Ariſtides, that herein your Honeſty ap- 


peareth greater than mine; but ſeein 
it is ſo, that you have deſerved the Ho- 
nour in beginning and procuring ſuch a 
commendable Strife between us, I will 
henceforth endeavour to exceed you in 
continuing this your Deſire. 

O that Saints would learn from Heathens, to 
lay aſide their particular Differences, to mind 
public Advantage! Shall, alaſs ! hall 
Heathens be better at ſelf-demal than Chriſ- 
ſliaus? | 5 | 


When Archimedes had found out the Reſo- 


| lution of a Queſtion in the Mathematics 


he cries out as one raviſhed, I have found 
it, I have found it: So when a Soul that 
hath been fick of love for Chriſt Feſus, meets 
with him, ſhe raviſhed with Foy, cries out, 


I have found him whom my Soul loveth. 


Said one, and I ſuppoſe a Roman, It 
is unbecoming a Roman Spirit to cry out, 
I am undone, while Czfar is ſafe. Oh 
how unbecoming Chriſtians to cry out I am 
undone, while Chriſt and their Intereſt in 
bim is ſafe, | 135 | 


* Galienus 


( 24 ) 
Galienus the Emperor when the Report 


came to him that Egypt was loſt, what 
then, ſaid he, cannot I live without the 


Flax of Egypt ? And when Word was 
brought that a great Part of his Domini- 


ons in Aſia was waſted, What then, ſaid 


he, cannot I live without the Delicacies 
of Aſia ? Oh ! for Chriſtians to ſpeak thus 


of any of their Loſſes, from a Principle of 3 


Acquaintance with and Enjoyment of God, 
is Excellent. It is like that of Habak- 
kuk, chap. iii. 17. Though the Fig-Tree 
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ſhould not Bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit 


be in the Vines, the Labour of the Olive 
ſhall fail, the Fields ſhall yield no Meat, 

the Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, 
and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my Salvation. Vat? 
cannot I live and rejoice without the Flax of 


Egypt, and the Delicacies of Aſia. 
God, ſaid Socrates, will be worſhipped 


with that kind of worſhip only which 


himſelf hath commanded ; and he will 
not be worſhipped, ſaid Cicero, with Su- 
perſtition, but with Piety. Oh that Chriſ- 
tans would bear and learn J 


When 


(25) 


When Cæſar was about twenty five 
J | Years of Age, he wept that he had lived 
ſo long, and done no great Exploits. 
E When, as Alexander at that Age had con- 
2X quered almoſt all the World. How many 

Souls that have lived to twenty five, yea to 
thirty five, it may be to forty five, and more 
Tears, and have not yet done any Thing to 
the conquering of the World, the ſubduing 


þ of Sin, the working out of the Salvation of 
| + their precious Soul. 


It is a maſt ſhameful Thing, ſaid Se- 
neca, to ſpeak one Thing and think ano- 
ther. Let not thine Heart reproach thy. 
Tongue, when thou ſpeakeſt to God or Man. 


Such as ſay well and do well are to be 
YZ embraced, ſaid Ariſtotle, but their ve 
2 Profeſſion i is to be ſuſpected, who back it 
not by a ſuitable Practice. I is not Names, 
but Things; not Words, but Works. What 
Pity it is to join Drunkard or Swearer, or 
Proud, or Covetous with Chriſtian : Meu 
Join what God hath ſeparated, and God 
will ſeparate what Men have joined. Ii is 
no leſs an Abomination to put a good Name 
upon a bad Man, than to put a bad Nome 
upon g good Man. 


When 


(26) 


| —When the Duke of Conde had volun- 


tarily entered into the Incommodities of a 


religious any and Retirement, he 
was one Day 

of Italy, who, out of Tenderneſs, wiſhed 
him to be more Careful and Nutritive of 
his Perſon; the good Duke anſwered, 


pied and pitied by a Lord 


OR RS © * am HO at 


Sir, be not troubled, and think not that I 


am ill provided of Conveniencies, for I 
ſend an Harbinger before me that makes 
ready my Lodgings, and takes Care that 
I be royally entertained : The Lord aſk- 
ed him, who was his Harhinger, he an- 
{wered, The Knowledge of myſelf, and 
the Conſideration of what I deferve for 
my Sins, which is eternal Torments; and 
when with this Knowledge I arrive at 
my Lodgings, how unprovided ſoever I 
may find it, methinks it is ever better 
than I deſerve. As the Senſe of Sin, which 
merits Hell, fweetens preſent Difficulties, ſo 
does the Expettation and Hopes of a bleſſed 
Reſurrettion, and a joyful Admittance into 
the Kingdom of Glory. 


Phbocion, after he had done many nota- 
ble Services for the Athenians, was put to 
death by them ; but a little — — 


. 
a 
12 
d 
d 
f 


, had ſet the Greeks at Liberty, they ſo 
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Death, he charged his Son, never to wiſh 


ill to the Athenians for what they had 
done to him. iſh them Well, that wiſh 
vou Ill; love and be a Friend to your Ine- 
mies; pray for, and curſe not them that do 


Alb bblſulh uſe you, 


When Flaminius the Roman General 


cried out Soter! Soter! Saviour! Saviour! 
that the very Birds, aſtoniſhed at the 
Noiſe, fell to the Earth. Oh ! with what. 
Shoutings ſhould Saints cry out of Chriſt Je- 


ſus, Soter! Soter ! Saviour] Saviour ! 


ſeeing be hath ſet them at Liberty from Sa- 
bau, Sin, and Wrath to come? | 


An Earl called Elezarus, being given 
to immoderate Anger, was cured of that 
diſordered Affection, by ſtudying of Chriſt 
and his Patience : He ſtill dwelt upon the 
Meditation of Chriſt and his Patience, till 
he found his Heart transformed into the 


Similitude of Jeſus Chriſt. And ob that 


you would never leave pondering upon that 
glorious Example of Chriſt's Humility, till 
your Hearts be made bumble, like the Heart 
of Chriſt ! | 1 


Ca: Bonaventure, 
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Bonaventure, engraved this ſweet Say- 


ing of our Lord, Learn of Me, for I am *B 


meer and lowly in Heart, in his Study, 


Ob that this Saying was engraved upon all 


wvour Ierebeads, and upon all your Hearts! 
Jerome having fead the religious Life 
and Death of Hilaron, folding up the 
Book, ſaid, Well, Hilaron mall be the 
Champion whom I will imitate. Men 


you look upon the glorious Example of Chriſt, 


ſay, The Lerd Jeſus, his Example ſpall be 
that that * Soul ſhall imitate. 


One aſked a Philoſopher, what God 
was doing ? He anſwered, 'That his whole 


Work was to lift up the Humble, and 


to caſt down the Proud. When Agame- 


non ſaid, What ſhould the Conqueror 
fear ? Caſander preſently anſwered, he 


ſhould fear this moſt of all, That he fears 
not at all. The Altar under the Law was 


hollow, to receive the Fire, the Wood,. 
and the Sacrifice. So the Hearts of Men 


under the Goſpel, muſt be humble, emp- 


ty of all ſpiritual Pride and Self- conceit- 
edneſs, that ſo they may receive the Fire 


of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, who offered 
himſelf a Sacrifice for our Sins. Faith is 
the Champion of Grace, and Love the 

| Nurſe, 
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Nurſe, but Humility the Beauty of 


Grace. 1 Pet. v. 5. Be cloathed with 
2 Humility : The Learned ſay, the Greek 
XZ Word imports that Humility is the Rib- 


bon or String that ties together all thoſe 
recious Pearls the reſt of the Graces of 
the Spirit, if this String breaks, they are 


all ſcattered. Thuanus reports of Lodovi- 


cus Marſacus a Knight of France, when 
ne was led with other Martyrs that were 
bound with Cords, going to Execution, 
and he for his Dignity was not Bound, he 
cried, Give me my Chains too, let me be a 
Knight of the ſame Order, therefore let us 
learn of Chriſt to be meek and lowly in Heart, 
and we ſhall certainly know a comfortable 
Reſt to our Souls. The Stone called Pon- 
taurus, is of that Virtue, that it preſerves 
him that carries it from taking any Hurt 
by Poiſon. The Mercy of God in Chriſt to 
our Souls is the moſt precious Stone or Pearl 
in the World to prevent us from being poiſo- 
ned with Sin. Luther ſaid, he had rather 
be in Hell with Chriſt, than in Heaven 


without him. Lambert the Martyr lift- 


ing up his Hands in the Flames, faid, 
None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt. 


Chriſt is the moſt ſparkling Diamond 
in the Ring of Glory. Therefore we ſhould 
'C:3 count 
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count all Things but Loſs and Dung for the 4 
Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus. 


Phil. iii. 8. Bezas ſaid, Time is a pre- 


cious Commodity; of all other Poſſeſſions 


a Man may have two at once, but two 
Moments of Time together no Man could 
ever have; therefore Cato, held that a 
wiſe Man ſhould be able to give an Ac- 
count of his Leiſure as well as his La- 


bour. Said Seneca, I ſpent no Day idly. 


And Pliny ſaid to his Nephew when he 
ſaw him walk out ſome Hours without 


ſtudying, you might have better beſtow- 


ed your Time. The common Complaint is, 
we want Time, but the Truth is, we do not 
jo much want it as waſte it. _ 


Bede tells of a certain great Man that 
was admoniſhed in his Sickneſs to repent ; 
who anſwered, that he would not repent 


yet, for if he ſhould recover, his Com- 


panions would _ at him; but grow- 

s preſſed him again to 
repent, but then he told them it was too 
late; for now, ſaid he, I am judged and 


condemned 


Bellarmine tells of a deſperate Advocate 
in the Court of Rome, who being exhor- 
ted on his Death-bed to make his 3 

d wit 
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Be 1 with God, made this Speech to him, 


. 


E= 


Lord J have a Word to ſay to thee, not 
for myſelf, but for my Wife and Chil- 
dren; for I am haſtning to Hell, neither 
is there any Thing that I would beg of 
Thee in mine own Behalf. And this he 
ſpake, faith Bellarmine, (who was by the 
while) as boldly, and without Fear, as if 


he had been but to take his Journey only 


to ſome near neighbouring Village. O 
that Men were ſo Wiſe as to conſider that 


they are not only to die, but after Death to 
appear before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, 
there to give an Account of the Things done 
in the Body, whether they were Good or 
Evil; the Righteous ſball enter into ever- 
laſting Life, while the Sinners, who die in 
their Sins, will be plunged into the Gulf of 


, | everlaſting Miſery, 


 Melchia Adams, records in the Life of 
Gobelinus, that a little before his Time, 
there was a Play ſet forth at Eſenach in 
Germany, of the wiſe and fooliſh Virgins; 
wherein the Virgin Mary, who was one 
of the five Saints that repreſented the wiſe 
Virgins, was brought in with the reſt, tel- 


ling the fooliſh Virgins who cried to her 


for Oil, that it was too late ; and then 


others, repreſenting the fooliſh Virgins, 


fell 


(32) 


fell a weeping and making moſt bitter 1 r 


Lamentations. Hereat, Prince Frederick, ⁵ 
who was one of the Spectators, =_ "my 
amazed, cried out, What is our Faith # 
worth, and to what Purpoſe are all our 

good Works, if neither Mary nor any o- 
ther Saint can help us! and ſuch was his 

Conſternation, that it threw him into a 
ſore and violent Diſeaſe, which ended in 
an Appoplexy, whereof he died about 
four Days after. If the Repreſentation of 
theſe 7. bi in a Play ended the Life of ſo 
great a Man ſo tragically, think with thy- | 
ſelf Reader, what will the Effetis of the % 
Lord's real Appearance in the Clouds of Þ 
Heaven, in mourning and wailing of the 
Tribes of the Earth; in that Day who ſhall 
ſay to the Mountains and Rocks, fall on us 
and hide us from the Preſence of him that 
fitteth en the Throne, and from the Wrath 
of the Lamb. 


Suttvinus reports of Julius . that 
when he was lain in the Senate-houſe, 
there were thoſe Letters found about him 
which it he had but read, might have diſ- 
covered his plotted Death: Pity it were 
that any ſhould die in Hell with thoſe Letters, 
that learning about them, which if they _ 
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Lead in Practice, might have diſcovered a 
Lay to have eſcaped that eternal Miſery. 


- 


An aged Citizen of Exeter in King Ed- 


4  evard the VIth's Time, who when the 


2X Town was beſieged, ſaid, That he would 
feed on the one Arm. and fight with the 
other, before he would content to yield 
the City to the Seditious. It is ſaid of 
Sceva at the Siege of Byrrachium, that he 
ſo long reſiſted Pompy's Army, that he 
had two hundred and twenty Darts ſtick- 
ing in his Shield, and loſt one of his 
Eyes, and yet gave not over, till Cæſar 
came to his Reſcue. And of Sir Thomas 
Challoner, who died Anno 1566, that he 
ſerved in his younger Time under Charles 
the Vth, in the Expedition of Algier: 
XZ where being Shipwrecked, after he had 
XZ ſwam till his Strength and his Arms failed 
him, at the length catching hold of a 
Cable with his Teeth, he eſcaped ; not 
without the Loſs of ſome of his Teeth. 
The like, and ſomewhat more, is repor- 
ted of Cynegyras the Athenian in the Per/ian 
Wars. Theſe did thus for a corruptible 
Crown, or temporary Honour; what ſhall not 
we do for an Eternal? 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
Hold out, and hold faſt that thou haſt; 
that no Man take thy Crown from thee. 


Be 


(94) a 
Be of Queen EFlizabeth's Diſpoſition, ho , 
provided for War, even when ſhe had moſt 
perfect Peace with all Men. God's Spirit 
ſets up a Standard in the Saints. Iſai. lix. 19. 
And Stronger is he that is in you, than WF, 
he that is in the World. That old Serpent 

bath his Head ſo bruiſed and cruſhed by Chriſt, "30 
that be cannot now ſo eaſily thurſt in his "i 

mortal Sting, though he aſſay it never ſo of- | 

ten, unleſs we dally wi;b bim, and lay our- 
ſelves open, unteſs we tempt Satan to tempt i 
us, by Inconſideration, Security, or venture | 
ing on the Occaſion, 1 


It is ſaid of Cæſar, that he had greater 
Care of his Books than of his royal '$ 
Robes ; for ſwiming through the Waters · 
to eſcape his Enemies, he carried his 1 
Books in his Hands above the Waters, 
but loſt his Robes. What are Cæſars 
Books to God's Boos? Remember this, 
That one Day, yea, one Haur ſpent in the Þ} 
Study of Truth, or ſpreading abroad of Truth, \* 
will yield the Soul more Comfort and Profit, 
than many thouſand Years ſpent in the Study 
and ſpreading Abroad of corrupt and vain O- 
pinions, that have their riſe from Hell, and 
not from Heaven: From the God of this 
World, and not from that Cod that Wy 4 
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m1 faſt judge this Werld, and nd the corrupt 
Tit 1 5 Opinions of Men. | 
I» The #Adiles, or Chamberlains, among 


| che Romans, had ever their Doors ſtand- 
BH Hing open, for all who had Occaſion of 
Requeſt or Complaint to have free Ac- 
ceſs to them. God's Mercy-Doors are 
wide open to the Prayers of his faithful Peo- 
ple. The Perſian Kings held it a Piece 
of their ſilly Glory, to deny an eaſy Ac- - 
ceſs to their greateſt Subjects. It was 
Death to ſolicit them uncalled. Eſt her 
JF herſelf was afraid. But the King of Hea- 
ven manifeſteth himſelf to his People, he 
calls to his Spouſe, ' with, Let me 
ſee thy Face, let me hear thy Voice, 
Ke. and aſſigneth her Negligence herein, 
as the Cauſe of her Soul-Sickneſs. The 
Door of the Tabernacle was not of any 
hard or debarring Matter, but a Veil ; 
which is eaſily Penetrable. And whereas 
in the Temple none came near to worſhip 
but only the high Prieſt, others ſtood 
Without in the outer Court. God's Peo- 
ple are now a Kingdom of Prieſts, and 
are ſaid to worſhip in the Temple, and 
at the Altar, Rev. xi. 1. Let us therefore 
draw near with a true Heart, in full A. 
{OO of Faith ; let us come bolaly to the 
7. brone 
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' Throne of Grace that we may obtain Mercy; ⁶ 
and find Grace to help in Time of Need. 


Anſelm uſed to ſay, That if he ſhould '} 
ſee the Shame of Sin on the one Hand. 
and the Pains of Hell on the other, ane 
muſt of neceſſity chuſe one, he Would 
rather be thruſt into Hell without Sin, 
than to go into Heaven with Sin; ſo 
great was his Hatred and Dereſtation of 
Sin. 3 


The Story of the "FIR who firſt 


made his Enemy deny God, and then 


ſtabbed him, and ſo at once murdered 4 


both Body and Soul, declares the perfect 1 
malignity of Sin. 3 


When the Aſp ſtings a Man, it doth 
firſttickle him ray that it makes him laugh, 
till the Poiſon by little and little gets to 
the Heart, and then it Pains him more 


than ever it delighted him: So doth Sin ! 


it may pleaſe a little at firſt, but it will 

pain the Soul with a Witneſs at laſt ; for the 
Pleaſures of Sin are but for a Sea OHA „ and the 
. ages of it, eternal Death. 


2 amer lin at firſt hung out a white F lag, 
bur if they ſlipped that 3 then 
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| a red, and ſo Death and deſtruction fol. 


Thrice happy are thoſe that take the firſt Op- 


jefting themſelves to him. 


> Soul; but to loſe the Uſe of ſome ſpecial 


© 327) 


lowed, Sc. The Lord Jeſus hangs out the 
white Flag of Mercy in theſe days, lo entice 
Souls to come in, and to ſhare with him in his 
glorious and unſearchable Riches, in the 
Riches of his Grace and Mercy; but if you 
ſtand out, Chriſt hath a red Flag, and if 
that be once put out, you are loſt for ever. 


portunity of cloſing with Chriſt, and of ſub- 


It is within the Bill of Mortality, to 
find ſome, who having loſt the Function 
of vital Graces, all Checks of Conſcience, 
all Senſe of Sin, all Motions of the Spirit, 
lie gaſping for ſpiritual Life, while the 

Breath thereof is checked by cuſtomary 
Sinning. This is a ſpiritual Lethargy ; 
only the Spirit of God can reſtore that 
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Grace for a Time, the Operations of this 
or that gracious Quality, is a moſt com- 
mon Detect, incident to the Soundeſt of 
God's Servants. Now to ſuffer an E.clije 
of his Favour, Anon the Motions of his 
Spirit, then the comfortable Senſe of Aſ- 
ſurance; ſometime to be wayering in the 
Faith, at other Times to be nigh [wallow- 
ed up in e Wh all e 
| © 
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of a ſpiritual Palſie. He that is thus af- 


tected, mult give himſelf unto Prayer, 
that God would fix and ſtabliſh his Heart, 
confirm his Faith, and cauſe the Influence 
of his Love to revive his Hope, ſealing 3 


it up unto full Aſſurance. Sin oftentimes 


makes Men inſenſible of the Wrath of the 
_ Almighty. Sin transforms many a Man, 

as it were, into thoſe Bears, in Pliny, ' 
that could not be ſtirred with the ſharpeſt 7 
Prickles : Or, thoſe Fiſhes in Ariſtotle, 1 
that though they have Spears thrult into 
their Sides, yet they awake not. Sin 


brings in Sorrow, and Sickneſs. The 


Rabbins ſay, that when Adam taſted the 
forbidden Fruit, his Head aked. The 
Fable ſaith, that the Butterfly aſked the 
Owl, How ſhe ſhould deal with the Fire 


which had ſinged her Wings? Who 


counſeled her, not ſo much as to behold ? 
its Smoak. One ſaid, as oft as I have 
been among vain Men, I returned -Home 


leſs a Man than I was before. Vat wiſe 
Man would fetch Gold out of a fiery Crucible, 


hazard his immortal Soul, to gain the |} 


World by following a Multitude in thoſe 
Steps, that lead to the Chambers Y Death 
and Darkneſs. 


Hyg 


a ry 


7 


r 


n Y#- "CP: CO OD. eee re 


( 39 ) 


He that talks of Heaven, but doth 


1 not the Will of God, is like him that 
gazed upon the Moon, but fell into the 


Pit. As David's Daughters were known 
by their Garments of divers Colours, ſo 
are God's Children by their Piety and 
Sanctity. A Chriſtian's Emblem, ſhould 
be an Houle walking towards Heaven. 
High Words ſurely make a Man neither 
Holy nor Juſt ; but a virtuous Life, a 


circumſpect Walking, makes him dear 


to God. A Tree that is not Fruitful, is 


| : for the Fire. Chriſtianity is not a talking 


but a walking with God, who will not be 
put off with Words; if he miſs of Fruit, 
He will take up his Ax, and then the 
Soul is cut off for ever. It is a precious 
Fruth, never to bz forgotten, That Du- 
ties are eſteemed not by their Acts, bur 
by their Ends. Keep thyſelf within Com- 
paſs, and have an Eye always to the End 
of thy Life and Actions, was Maximilian 
the Emperor's Motto. When the Torta- 
rian's had taken in Battle the Duke of 
Muſccvia, they made a Cup of his Skull, 
with this Inſcription, All covet, All loſe. 
Francis Xeverias counſelled John the IIId, 
King of Portugal, to meditate every Day 
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( 40) 
a Quarter of an Hour upon that Text, 
Aal ſhall it profit a Man to gain the who!: 
Ierld, and leſe his Seul ? Mais, Cathe- 


rine Breterge, once after a great Con- 
tlict with Satan, ſaid, Reaſon not with 


me, l am a weak Woman, if thou haſt 
any Thing to ſay, ſay it to my Chritt, he 
is my Advocate, my Strength, and my 
Redeemer, and he ſhall plead for me. 
He that witl yield to Sin, to be rid of Temp- 


tation, vill be ſo much the more tempted, and 


the led able to withſtand Temptations. When 
Bafil was tempted with Money and Pre- 
{erment, ſaith he, Give me Money that 
may laſt for ever, and Glory that may 
eternally flouriſh ; for the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away, as the Waters of a 
River that runs by a City. 


Heathens conſecrated their Cates before 
they taſted them, as appears by many 
Paſſages in [emer and Virgil. Some ſay, 
that the Elephant c'er he eats his Meat, 
turns up his Trunk, the firſt Sprig to- 
warus Heaven. The Scriptures we are 


jure ſays, that whatever Men eat, or 


drink, or do, ſhould do it all to the 


Glory of God; for he is the inexhauſti- 


ble Fountain, from whence flows all our 
preſent E.njoyments, Is was a good Say - 
ing 


(41) 


ing of Cbryſaſtome, ſpeaking of Hell, Let 


us not ſeek where it is, but how we ſhall 
S eſcape it: Surely one good Means to 
Y eſcape Hell, is to take a Turn or two in 
Hell, by our daily Meditations. The 
Gate of Indulgence, the Gate of Mercy, 
the Gate of Glory, the Gate of Conſqa- 
lation, and the Gate of Salvation will be 
ever ſhut againſt them that live and die 
in their Sins. Plato was crook-backed, 
and his Scholars counted it an Ornament 
to go crooked like him. Anſtiotle liſped, 
and his Scholars thought it Honour to 
liſp. Sa not <ve bold ourſelves honoured 
that may ſuffer with Mi, and then be 
gloriſied aljo with him. Alexander would 
have none draw his Picture but .7ppelles, 
or cut his Statue but Thee; becauſe 
none elſe had Art enough to do it well. 
Certain it is, nene have Skill and Wijdi 
to ſneww forth God's Praiſe, but that People 
which be ſormed for that Purpoſe. Lama- 
chus, a Commander, ſaid to one of his 
Soldiers that was brought before him for 
a Miſbehaviour, who pleaded he would 
do fo ho more, faith he, no Man mult of- 
fend twice in War. So Ged «vill not ſif- 
fer Men, often, to negieft the Day of Grace, 
"Now is the accepted | ime, Now u the Day 


) 3 of 


— ſ ᷑⁊C—2is 


a 2 "oe af} ——— — 
* wa tf inf make — pR ** 


Ip 


—— ——. 


(an) J 
of Salvation, to Day, Sinners, if ye ill 
hear the Voice of the Lord, harden not your 


| Nugas the Scythian King, deſpiſing the 7. 
rich Preſents and Ornaments that were 
ſent unto him by the Emperor of Con- 
ftantineple, aſked him that brought them, 
Whether thoſe Things could drive away 
Calamities, Diſeaſes, or Deaths ? look- 
ing upon all thoſe Preſents as no Pre- 
(ents, that could not keep off Calamities 
|; from him. Verily, all the Riches and Glo— 
| ries of this Morld, cannot keep off the leaſt 
Calamity, neither can they make up the Want 
of the leaſt Mercy. But the Riches of Chriſt 

do both keep off Calamities, and make up the 

Want of all Mercies that the Soul craves, or 
needs. 
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Many Preachers in our Days, are like 
Heraclitus, who was called The dark Doc- 
tor, they affect ſublime Notions, obſcure 
| Expreſſions, uncouth Phraſes, making 
lain Truths difficult, and eaſy Truths 

— They darken Council with Words 
without Knowledge, Job xxxviii. 2. Studi- 
ed Fxpreſſlons, and high Notions in a 
Sermon, are like A/abe/s Carcaſs in the 
Way, that did only ſtop Men, and . 

55 | them 
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them gaze, but did no Ways profit them, 
It is better to preſent Truth in her native 
EZ Plainneſs, than to hang ber Ears with coun- 
3 zerfeit Pearls, 


Senarclæus telleth of a plain Country- 
man at Friburg in Germany, that lying on 
his Death-bed, the Devil came to him in 
the Shape of a tall, terrible Man, and 
claimed Nis Soul, ſaying, Thou haſt been 
a notorious Sinner, and I am come to ſet 
down all thy Sins: And therewith he 
drew out Paper and Ink, and fat down 
at a Table that ſtood by, and began to 
write, The ſick Man anſwered, My Soul 
is God's, and all my Sins are nailed to 
the Croſs of Chriſt. But if thou deſire 
to ſet down my Sins, write thus, All our 
R ighteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, &c. 
The Devil ſet down that, and bad him 
ſay on : He did : But thou Lord haſt 
promiſed, for thine own Sake, to blot 
out our Iniquities, and to make our ſcar- 
let Sins white as Snow. Ihe Devil paſſed 
by thoſe Words, and was earneſt with 
him to go on in his tormer Argument, 


The ſick Man ſaid, with great Cheartul- 


neſs, The Son of God appeared to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil. Wich that the 
Devil vaniſhed, and the ſick Man dp 

3 The 


(46) 
The Poets feigned of Pallas, that ſhe 


left off her Trumpets when ſhe ſaw her 
Cheeks began to ſwell with blowing. 11 


muſt not be true of Chriſt's Miniſters, that 
they ceaſe to ſound the Trumpets x4 the Sanc- 
tnary, toben their Face begin to fevell with 
the Fatneſs of the Earth We ſhall be then 


moſt Enemies to our own Graces, when we | 
do leaſt Good unte the People, We read of 


Phinehas, that he ſtood up and executed 
Judgment, and the Plague ſtayed. ha. 
a Stay wenld there be of the Plapne of Sin ? 
How twonld Satan's Kingdom be jtreigbtered, 
if our ſpiritual Phinaſſes, were all knit bo- 


gether as one Man, like thoſe Iſraclites at 


Gibeah. Judges xx. 11. Jo publiſh 
8 againſt the Rebellions of the 
eople. Trembling Fear would not ſuf- 


fer the Drunkard to hold his Cups z the 


Swearer and Adulterer, would be wearied 
with continual Purſuits, did the l'rum- 
pets of God's Sanctuary never ceaſe 
to proclaim War, and Deſtruction a- 
gainſt ſuch Sins. We love too much that 
our Pulpits ſhould eccho forth the feveeter 
Sounds of Mercy, and not the harſher Tunes 
of Judgment. But Gregory Nyſſen tells us, 
that the dead Snakes are never raiſed un- 
lets by a Clap of Thunder, The ſecure 


Sinner 
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inner will ſcarce be raiſed out of his dead 
Y <-cp, wileſs by thoſe louder Claps of Fudg- 
ments which come from James and John, 
Sons of Thunder. It is obſerved of Chry- 
/aſtome, that he reproved Sin as if it had 


been an Injury done unto himſelt : Je 


J hold never want Words of Repreof, if we 


cold make the Peoples Sins, cur eucn In- 
ries. Ie read the Zeal of that Holy Father, 
and cannot but admire bis Valour. Zozomene 
tells us, the Disfavour of the Times were 
the Portion of his Cup z that makes us 
fearful to walk in bis Steps, We love the 
Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe of God 
but Hierome thinks, the Hearer's T ears 
«vill be the beſt Praiſes of our Pulpit, 


Bodin hath a Story concerning a great 


Rebel that had made a ſtrong YVarty a- 


gainſt a Roman Emperor. Ihe Empe- 
ror makes Proclamation, That whoever 
could bring the Rebel, dead or alive, he 
ſhould have ſuch a great Sum of Money, 
The Rebel hearing of this, comes and 
preſents himſelf before the i.mperor, and 
demands the Sum of Money, Now ſaich 
the Emperor; It I ſhou!d put him to 
Death, the World would ſay I did it to 
ſave my Money. And ſo he pardons the 
Rebel, and gives him the Money. 1 

Bu, ners! 
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ners] ſhall a Heathen do this, that had but 
a Drop of Mercy and Compaſſion in bim? 


and will not Chriſt do much mere, that hath 
all Fuineſs of Grace, Mercy, and plory th 
himſelf ? Surely bis Bowels do yern towards 
the cc, of Rebels! if voti but come in, 


you «will f him ready to parden , yea, he 


is full of pardoning Mercy, Oh! the 
Readineſs and willingneſs of Jeſus Chriſt to 


receive 10 Favour the greateſt Rebels, The 


Father of Mercies did meet, embrace, and 
kiſs that prodieal Mouth which came from 
feeding the Swine, and kiſſing of Hlarlots. 


The Salvages of Nova Albion, as they 
were very much taken with our ſinging of 
Pſalms, and other holy Exerciſes, faith 
Sir Francis Drake, while we were among, 
them : So when they could not prevail 
with us to ſtay longer there, they ſtole 
upon us a Sacrifice, and ſet it on Fire e'er 
we were aware. We laboured by all Means 
to with-hold or with-draw them ; but 
could not prevail, till at laſt we fell to 
Prayers and ſinging of Plalms ; where- 


by they were allured immediately to for- 


get their Folly, and leave their Sacrifice 


unconſumed (for they ſuppoſed us to be 


Gods indeed) ſuffering the Fire to go out, 


and imitating us in all our Actions, they 


fell 


„. > 2 tay by 
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fell a lifting up their Hands and Eyes to 

Heaven, as they ſaw us do. Zypocrites 

ay immitate the real Chriſtians in all out- 

1; ard Forms and Modes of Worſhip, and be 
Y rntire Strangers to the Power of Godlineſs in 


& their Ha.. 
: It was a wiſe and chriſtian Speech of 
* Charles the Vth, to the Duke of Venice; 
4 who when he had ſhewed him the Glory 
1 of his princely Palace, and earthly Para- 
diſe, inſtead of admiring it, or him for it, 
only returned him this grave and ſerious 
Memento, Theſe are the Things which 
A make us unwilling to die. Love not the 
7 World, neither the Things that are in the 
5 Warld : if any Man love the World, the 
Love of the Father is not in bim. 1] ohn 
i. 2. | 
RF _Plutarch reports, that it was wont to be 


the Way of the. Molaſſians, when they 
would ſeek the Favour of the Prince, 

F they took up the King's Son in their 
Arms, and fo went and kneeled before 
the King; and by this Means overcame 
him. So do humble Souls make @ Conqueſt 
upon God, with Chriſt in their Arms: The 
Father will not give that Soul the Repulſe 
that bringsChriſt in bis Arms, The — 
| Sou 


(48) 4 
Soul knows, that God out of Chriſt is incom- * 
municable, that God out of Chriſt is incom- | 
prehenſible, that God out of Chriſt is ver) 
terrible, and that God out of Chriſt is unac- 
ceſſible , and therefore he ſtill brings Chriji 
with him, and preſents all his Requeſts is 
his Name, and ſo prevails. 


Many of the poor Pagans believe not 
N the immortality of the Soul, and thoſe. 
fe of them that dreamed of another Life 
0 beyond this, yet affirmed of it very faint- 
Ip, and ſcarce believed themſelves. Socra- 
tes, the wiſeſt of Heathens, ſpake thus to 
his Friends at his Death, The Time is 
now come, that I muſt die, and you ſur- 
vive: but whether is the better of theſe 
two, the Gods only know, and not any 
Man living, that is my Opinion. B. 
we have not jo learned Chriſt; neither muji * 
wwe do as Heathens and Alients from ile 
f Common-wealth of Iſrael. Now in Chrij: 
0 Jeſus, we who ſometimes were far off, ai? | 
1 made nigh by his Blood, and have an Acces, 
{ through him, by one Spirit, to the Father. | 


Plutarch tells of a private Soldier of 
Julius Ce/ers, who fought ſo valiantly in 
Britain, that by his Means he ſaved the 
| Captains, which otherwiſe were in great 
1 Danger 


<> 
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Danger to be caſt away (being driven in- 

to a Bog) then marching with great Pain 
through the Mire and Dirt; in the End 
he got to the other Side, but left his 
Shield behind him. Cæſar wondering at 
his noble Courage, ran to him with Joy, 

to embrace him : But the poor Soldier 
hanging down his Head, the Water ſtand- 
ing in his Eyes, fell down at Cæſar's 
Feet, and beſought him to pardon him, 
for that he had left his Shield behind him. 
He had done gallantly, yet be falls down at 
Czſar's Feet, after his brave Service, with 


Tears in his Eyes, upon the Senſe of bis leav- 


ing his Shield bebind him: When we have 
done aur beſt, we have Cauſe to fall down at 
Feſus's Feet, and with Tears in our Eyes, 
ſue out our Pardon. OE 


When Henry the VIIIth had ſpoken 
and written bitterly againſt Luther, faith 
Luther,” Tell the Henries, the Biſhops, 
the Turks, and the Devil himſelf, do 
what they can, we are the Children of the 
Kingdom worſhipping of the true God, 
whom they, and ſuch as they, ſpit upon 
and crucified. And of the ſame Spirit 
were many Martyrs. Bazil affirms of the 
Primitive Saints, that they had fo much 
Courage and Confidence in their Suffer- 
ings, that many of the Heathens ſecing 
5 their 
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their heroic Zeal and 2 t * 


_ Chriſtians, 


If the raviſhed Virgin, unkler che 3 f 
cried out, ſhe was then guiltleſs : So, 


when a Soul, raviſhed by the Power 
of Corruption, and Strength of Satan's 
Femptations, eries out, Lord, E would 
not for all the World! ſin- againſt thee, I 
would not diſtruſt thee, F would not be 


impatient under thy afflicting Hand, . I 


would not be proud under thy merciful 
Hand; but Lord theſe Sons of Ztrwiab, 
theſe Corruptions, - are too hard for me, 


they commit a Rape upon me, they ra- 


viſh me of my Jeſus, and of my Joy, and 


of my — Lord help me, Lord deli- 
me.. beſe Weakneſſes ſhall: not be 


charged upon the Soul. The raviſhed Virgin 


under the Law, if fhe cried out, was guili- 


leſs. And certainly, God is not, nor will 
not be leſs merciful and gracious to his Peo- 
ple under the Goſpel ; who are hill crying 
out againſt their Sins, and Satan's Aſſaults. 

Surely thoſe Sins ſball never be a Chriſtian's 
Bane, that are now his greateſt Burdon. 


Muma being told that his Enemies were 
coming upon him as he was offering Sa- 
crifices, thought it ſufficient for his Safety, 
that 
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that he could ſay, I am about the Ser- 
vice of my God. When Jeboſapbat had 
once eftabliſned a preaching Miniſtry in 
all tie Cities of Judab, then and not ti}; 
then, the Fear of the Lord fell on the 
neighbouring Nations, and they made no 
War; albeit, he had before that, placed 


Forces in all the fenced Cities. Leotine 


Printe of Fales, when he was moved by 
ſome about him to make War upon our 
Heury the Id, replied thus; I am much 


more afraid of his Alms than of his Ar- 


mies. Hrederick the Elector of Saxony, in- 


1 | tending War againſt the Archbiſhop of 


Magdeburg. tent a Spy to ſearch out his 


1 Preparations, and to-hearken out his De- 
I ſigns. Burunderſtanding, - thatthe Arch- 


biſhop did nothing more than commit his 
Cauſe to God, and give himſelf to Faſting 


and Prayer, Let hun fight, ſaid he, that 


hath a Mind to it; I am not fo mad as 


to fight againft himthar truſts to have God 
his Defender and Deliverer. It is re- 
ported, that at the Siege of Moeuutal aus, 
the People of God uſing daily Humilia- 
tion as their Service would permit, did 
J fing a Pfalm after, and immediately be- 
fore their fallying forth; with which 
Practice the Bnemy coming acquainted, 
ever upon the ſinging of the Pſalm, after 
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which they expected a Sally, they would 
o quake and tremble, crying, They 
come ! they come! as though the Wrath 


of God had been breaking out upon 
them. The Soldiers that went againſt 
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the Argroginans (where God was ſincerely 


jerved amidſt a whole Kingdom of Pa- 


piſts) told their Captains, they were ſo 
_ aſtoniſhed they could not ſtrike. Some 


others ſaid, that the Miniſters, with their 


raſting and prayer, conjured and bewitch- 5 


ed them, that they could not fight. It 


was the Cuſtom of this poor People, ſo 


ſoon as they ſaw the Enemy to approach, 


to cry all together, for Aid, Succour | ! 
to the Lord, &c. while the Soldiers fought, _ * 


the reſt of the People with their Miniſters, 


Morning to the Evening : When Night 
was come, they aſſembled again together. 
They which had fought, rehearſed God's 
wonderful Aid and 'Succour, and ſo all 
together rendered Thanks. Always he 
turned their Sorrow into Joy. In the 


Morning, Trouble and Affliction ap- 1 
eared before them, with great Terror 
on all Sides: But by the Evening, they 


were delivered; and had great Cauſe of 


Rejoicing and Comfort. O that there 
Was } 


— 
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made their hearty Prayer to God, with | : 
Sighs and Tears, and that from the 
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"was ſuch a Spirit and Practice now to be 
found amongſt thoſe that are engaged in War 
againſt the Enemies of our religious and civil 
Liberties, we might then ſoon expect to jee 
our proud inſulting Foes overturned, as God 


overturned Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red 


Sea. Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome 
in Horſes; but we will remember the 
Name of the Lord our God, Pſalm, 


XX. vii. c 


Amadeus Duke of Savoy, who being 
aſked by certain Embaſſadors that came 


| b to his Court, What Hounds he had, for 


they defired to fee them? Shewed them 
the next Day a Pack of poor People feed- 


ing at his Table, and ſaid, theſe are the 


Hounds where with I hunt after Heaven. 
Macedonius the Hermit retiring into the 


"Wilderneſs, that he might with more Free- 
dom enjoy God, and have his Converſa- 


tion in Heaven. Upon a Time there came 


a young Gallant into the Wilderneſs, to 


hunt wild Beaſts, and ſeeing the Hermit, 
he rode up to him, aſking him, Why he 


came into that ſolitary Place? He deſired 


he might have leave to aſk him the ſame 
Queſtion, Why he came thither ? I came 
hither to hunt, ſaith the Gentleman ; and 
ſo do I, faith the Hermit, I hunt after 

1 „Vn. my 
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my God. Moſt Men hunt after other 
Thiags, the Profits and Preferments of the 
Mord; and many Times are with Nimrod, 
mighty Jlunters. Hunters uſually do not 
keep the Road, but ride cver Hedge and *' 
Ditch, many Time through Corn-Yields, any © 
IV ay their Game leads them : So it is with * 
wwordly Men, they care not what Hedges they | | 
break therow, what Gaps they make in Gods 
Lato, and their em Conſcience, what | k 
#Vrong they do to others, ſo as they may ad-. 
vance ther own Deſigns. Again, Hunters 
Nick at no Pains, ſemetimes ride both tbem- 
ſelves and Hor ſes out of Breath; ſometimes 
run till they can run no longer: With te 
like Eagerneſs and Induſtry do worldly Men 
Purſue theſe Things; and with the like, and 
far greater Eagerneſs ſhould we bunt after 
God, and Heaven : We ſhould think no Pains 
200 much, no Labour too great, ſo as we 
might attain to the End of our Deſires, the 
Salvation of our Souls, 


UN [FLY __— - a 


A Story! is told of iis, That one 
Day being in his School, a Phyſiogno- 
miſt came to viſit him, and taking great 
"| Remark of his Face, plainly averred, 

5 That Socrates was guilty of ſuch and boch 4 

ſ notorious Vices. Which Accuſation his 

Diſciples heard with much 1 
an 
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and could hardly forbear ſtriking him 
declaring that he was a filly Fellow, and 
that he had done their Maſter injury ; for 
what he had ſaid was very falſe upon their 
Knowledge. Socrates interpoſes, and aſ- 
ſures them, that what this Artiſt had de- 
livered concerning him was well ground- 


ed, and therefore they had no ſuch Rea- 


ſon to blame him; for, ſays he, I have 
2 great natural Propenſity and Inclination 
to thoſe Crimes; which certainly would 
have had a great Predominancy over me, 
had not my Reaſon and my Philoſophy 
prevailed over them; which was no ſmall 


Difficulty. Thanks hs given to Almighty 


God for his reſtraining Grace, that we have 
not been actually guilty of thoſe Sins to which 
our particular Natures do jo much incline us; 
that every ſingle Offence has not been the un- 


happy Parent of many more. And this is 


wholly to be imputed to God's Goodneſs to us. 
For our Reſolutions may fail us of doing 
Good, and avoiding Evil; our Reaſon may 
be blinded and deceived ; Philoſophy, both as 
to the theory and as to the practical Part, 
may be vain and unprofitable : But if we 
are endued with God's Grace, this cannot 
fail us. He giveth us to will and to do of 
his good Pleaſure : But the more we rely 
upon Him, and pray for his bleſſed Aſſiſtance, 
the 
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the Surer we. are to find the happy Influence | 4 
und Benefit of bis good Sperit, which wi; | * 
teach us to welk Holily, Pemitently, ſoberly, 
not as Fools, but as Wiſe, redeeming the | \ 


Time, becauſe the Days are evil. 


It is a poetical Fiction of Eraſmus, that | 


he hung, when dead, berween Heaven 


and Hell. There are many Men, when! 
r to hang between Heaven | 


alive, 
and Hel] : Some faint Defires they have 
tending towards Heaven; at the ſame 


Time their evil Inclinations and Actions] 


carry them into the Paths that lead to 
Hell and Deſtruction. They are long in 


Suſpence which Way to take, the narrow | 1 


or the broad Path; but by not chuſing 


the Firſt, they muſt neceſlarily fall into | : 
the Laſt. In the Ways of Chriſt whoſe | ? 


Paths are Pleafantneſs, non progredi eff 


regredi, they that proceed not Forward 
muſt go Backward. Many who have 


had good Reſolutions may be now in Hell. 
He that reſolves to go a Journey, is ne- 
ver the nearer performing it by intending 
It, if he does not go the 


God give us to will and to do of his good 
Pleaſure. 3 


When 


Y To" I 


ourney. I prov 
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Falaiſe, he beheld among a 


( 


When the Phyſicians told Theotimus, 
that except he did abſtain from Drunken- 
neſs and Uncleanneſiy, &c. he would loſe 
his Eyes ; his Heart was ſo bewitched to 


his Sins, that he anſwers, Then farewell 


ſweet Light; he had rather loſe his Eyes, 
than leave his Sin : So a Man bewitched 
with Sin, had rather loſe God, Chriſt, Hea- 
ven and his own Soul, than part with Sin. 


Robert Duke of Normandy paſſed thro? 

Ga of 
young Maids dancing, one Arlet a Skin- 
ner's Daughter, whoſe Nimblenels in her 
Dance ſo enamoured the Dyke, that he 
took her,for his Concubine ; and on her 


begat our William the Conqueror. Such 
and no better commonly are the Effects 


of mixed Dancings, which made Chryſoſ- 


tom ſay, where dancing is, there the De- 


vil is. And another Ancient calleth Danc- 
ing a Circle, whoſe Center is the Devil 
blowing up the Fire of Concupiſcence in 
the Hearts both of the Actors and Spec- 
tators. Auguſtine ſaith, that every Caper 
in the Dance, is a Leap into a deep Jakes. 
No ſaber Man doth dance, ſaith Cicero. 
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Bias, EN Man, being at Sea i 3 : 1 
great Storm, and perceiving many wicked | | 


Men in the Ship cading upon the Gods; 


Oh, faith he, forbear prayer, hold your | 34 
Tongues, I would not have the Gods 
take Natice that you are here, they ſure | }- 
will drown us all if they ſhould. Could e | J; 


Heathen fee ſo much Danger iu the Saciety of | ö 
wicked Man, aud 3 who call | | 


your ſelves C brifians ? 


Epiphanias obſerves of the Meltiaus, 
though they were orthodox in their Faith, 
yet by Communion with Arias and his 
Faction, they were not free from the filthy 
Dung of ſome corrupt Manners. Too 
much familiarity with the Aden and Matters, 
of the World will guickly bring Contempt up- 
on our Perſons, and caſt ſome Soil upan our 
Manuers; we ſhall be like tbe Stars when 
dvb keep our ſelves within the Orb of beavenly 


Contemplations, far remote from this infe- | * 


rior aud baſer Earth. Alian reports of 
the Herb Cynoſbatus, that in the Day 
Time it lies hid among other Herbs and 
is not diſcovered, but in the Night it ap- 
pears like a glorious Star. Thoſe (races 
7 God's Spirit, in the Hearts of God's 
faithful 


aba! Servants fhould- 

| Stars in the obhſcureſt Nerv 
| Repbich in the clearer Sunſhine of | Proſperity 
4 di no appear with that perfect Luſtre. 
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e as brieht 
5 of Miklion, 


The Emperor Marcus Antonius being 


| | in Almany-with his Army, was cloſed in a 
' Jary Country by his Enemies, who fo 
ſſtopped all the Paſſiges, that he and his 


Army were like to periſn for want of Wa- 
ter; the Emperor's Lieutenant ſeeing 
him fo. diſtreſſed, told him that he had 


heard, that the Chriſtians could obtain 


Jany Thing of their God by their Prayers, 
Iwhereupon, the Emperor having a Le- 


gion of Chriſtians in his Army, deſired: 
4 them to pray to their God, for his and 
the Army's Delivery out of that Danger, 
which they preſently did, and preſently 
ga great Thunder fell among the Enemies, 
and Abundance of Water upon the Ro- 


mans, whereby their Thirſt was quench- 
ed, and the Enemies overthrown without 


any Fight. Mary Queen of Scots, that 
was Mother to King James, was wont to 
ſay, That ſhe feared Mr. Knox's Prayers 
more than an Army of ten thouſand Men. 


1 The Prayer of Faithis ever prevalent with 


| God. 


The 
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The Low Country ſuſpecting the Engliſh, | 
de 1587, ſtamped Money with two] 
arthen Pots ſwimming in the Sea, ac. 


cording to the old Fable, and wittily in- 
ſcribed, If we claſh, we are broken, 
The 7. bracians, had they. been all of one 
Mind, they had been - invincible, faith 
Herodotus. And Cornelius Tacitus, who 
had been in Britany with his Father-in- 
law Agricola, reporteth of our Forefa- 
thers, that they fell into the Hands of the 
Romans, by Nothing ſo much as by their 


Diſſenſions amongſt themſelves. Pliny 1 


telleth of the Stone Thyrræus, that tho 
never ſo big while it is Whole, it floateth 


upon the Waters; but being Broken, it! 
ſinketh. The Dragon ſucketh out the! 
Blood of the Elephant; and the Weight! 
of the falling Elephant oppreſſeth the | : 
Dragon, and fo both periſh together. 720 
prevent all which, and to compoſe all Quar- 1 
rels in this Egypt of the World, let it be. 
remembered, as Moſes told the two ſtriving |? 
Iſraelites, That we are Brethren. And, Ob | | 
how Good, and how Pleaſant it is for the | 
Brethren, in the Miniſtry eſpecially, 40 vel 4 


together in Unity. 


content t with a Little, he ſaid to thoſe that 
mocked þ 


When Alexander hos Diogenes ſo well g 
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( 6r ) 
mocked at his Condition, if I were not 


Alexander I would wiſh to be Diogenes. 
Many could be almoſt Chriſtians, <were it not 


for this Honour, theſe Riches and Pleaſure, 


I would be a Chriſtian. 


When the Senators had wounded Ce- 
ſor with many ſore Wounds, Brutus alſo 
gave him a Stab, with that he looks up- 
on him and ſays, What! and thou my 
Son? All the Wounds that Jeſus Chriſt 


receives from the Werld go not ſo much 10 


his Heart as «when his Children wound him : 
What ! and you my Sons and Daughters ? 


When Alexander on a Time ſung and 
played curiouſly on an Harp at a Banquet, 
his Father Philip ſaid to him, Art not 
thou aſhamed to liave Skill in theſe Tri- 
fles? How many Chriſtians, born to bet-- 
ter and more noble Employments than dan- 
cing and playing, have, alas] more Skill in 
ſuch things than in better. But are ye not 


aſhamed ? &c. 


Alexander, when he ſate in Judgment, 
would ſtop one of his Ears, to hear the 
other Party withal. One tale is good till 
another is told; wwe ſhould not condemn. one 

— F Repert, 


CF: 
Report, but hear bath fides. He that ton- 
demns a Man till he _ r him, doth unjuſily, 


though there be juſt Cauſe to condemn him. 

When the Tyrant commanded that 
Anexarchus ſhould be put into a Mortar, 
and beaten to Pieces with an Iron Peſtle, 
he cries out to his Perſecutors, You do 
but beat the Veſſel, the Huſk of Anexar- 
chus ; you do not beat me. Men may 
kill the Body, but cannot hurt the Soul. 


Agrippa having ſuffered Impriſonment 
for wiſhing | Caius to be Emperor, was the 
firſt that was preferred by Caius when he 
came to be Emperor; and had a Chain 
of Gold given him as heavy as the Chain 
of Iron that was on him in Priſon. 7 
we ſuffer for Chriſt, we fhall alſo reign with 
him; and if our Aftiftions abound, our 
Conſolations ſhall abound much more; for 


aur light Aﬀiiftions, which is but for a Mo- || 


ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
eternal W, eight of Glory. Men my ſuffer 
for Cbriſt, but they ſhall not loſe by it. 


The Clank, when they had taſted the 


ſweet Wine of Italy, aſked where the 
Grapes grew, and would never be = 
tente 
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tented till they came there. They that 
taſte the foweet Wine of heavenly Conſola- 
tions, will never be contented till they come 
to Heaven. 


It was a fad and lamentable Expreſſion 
of Lyſimachus, who had loſt his King- 
dom tor one Draught of Water, Oh tor 
what a ſhort Pleaſure have I made myſelf 
of a King a Slave. Mas! for what poor 
and ſhort Enjoyments, do Men run the ha- 
zard of loft ing the Kingdom o God ard their 
| SOLES. | 


Cle git told Mark Antonie, 'Tis not 
for you to fiſh for Gudgeons, but for 
Towns, Forts, and Caſtles. Tis below 
Chriſtians to look after low and little Things, 
they are born (that is, new-born) to look 
after the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Plutarch ſaith of 7. W that he 
accounted it below his State to ſtoop to 
take up the Spoils (though Chains of Gold). 
which the Enemy had ſcattered in the 
Way, but faid to one of his Followers, 
thou mayeſt, for thou att not 7. hemiſto- 
cles. It ts for worldly Spirits; it is below 
rhe State of Vea ven-born Spirits to ſtoop-to 

F 2 earthly 
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earthly Things. Worldlings may, they are 
not Themiſtocles, they are not Saints. 


Cyprus is an Ifland fo fruitful and plea- | 
ſant, that it was antiently called Macaria, 


that is, bleſſed. And of it Sextus Rufus 
writeth, that being famous for Riches, 
it thereby ſollicited the Poverty of the 
People of Rome to ſeize upon it. This 
may be more fitly ſaid of Heaven, that Ha- 
bitation of the Happy Ones, ſo eagerly and 
earneſtly ſought for by the Saints, that no- 


bing elſe will ſatisfy them. Luther, when 


great Gifts were ſent to him, and a Car- 
dinalſhip offered him by the Pope, ſaid, 
God ſhould not put him off with thoſe 
petty Things, he breathed after better. 
Heaven is had by the Violent, Earth inheri- 
ted by thoſe that are meek, Matt. v. 6. 


Where, though God would have his Servants 
content with the leaſt Mercies, (as being leſs 


than the very leaſt) yet not ſatisfied with the 
gr zateſt Things in the W. orld for their Por- 
lion. 


. "Whom would ſay ET the * 
ter End of his Life, That the firſt Prin- 
 ciple of right Reaſon is Religion; in re- 
ſpect to which it was the wiſeſt Way to 


live 


EE LE 
live ſtrictly and ſeverely. For if the O- 
pinion of another World be not true, yet 
the pleafanteſt Life in this World is Pie- 
ty, Virtue, and Honeſty : If it be, then 
is none ſo miſerable as the vicious, car- 
nal, and prophane Perſons, who live a 
dithonourable- and unworthy Life in this 
World, and are like to fall into a moſt 
fad; deplorable State in the next. 
The learned Selden, before he died, ſent 
for the Reverend Archbiſhop Uſer, and 
the Reverend Dr. Langbaine, and diſ- 
courſed to them to this Purpoſe: That 
he had ſurveyed moſt Part of the Learn- 
ing that was: among the Sons of Men ; 
that he had his Study full of Books and 
Papers of moſt Subjects in, the World: 
yet at that Time he could not recollect 
any Paſſage out of infinite Books and 
Manuſcripts he was Maſter of, wherein 
he could reſt his Soul, ſave out of the holy 
Scriptures; wherein the moſt remarkable 
Paſſage that lay moſt upon his Spirit was 
this: For the Grace of God that bringetb 
Salvation hath appeared to all Men, teach- 
ing us that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, wwe ſhould live ſoberly, rightecuſly, 
aud godly in this preſerit World; looking for 
EE that 


(66) 


that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appear - 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus | 
Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he 


might redeem us from all Iniquity, and pu- 
71% unto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous 
of good Works, Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 


Ariſtotle, that great Philoſopher, at his 


dying Hour cried out, Thou Being of . 


Beings have * * me. 


Polycarp, _ he was perſuaded t to | 


ſwear by the Fortune of Cz/ar, and blaſ- 
pheme or renounce his Saviour, religi- 


ouſly replied, Four-ſcore and ſix Years 


have I ſerved Chriſt : I have found him 
2 good Maſter, neither hath he ever ot- 
tended me in any Thing: I have lived 
by him, I will live to him. 


The learned Salmafius departed this 
World with theſe Words, Oh! I have 
loſt a World of Time. Time, that moſt 


precious Thing in the World; whereof | 


had I but one Year longer, it ſhould be 
ſpent in reading David's Pſalms, and St. 
Paul's Epiſtles. O Sirs! (ſaid he to thoſe 
that were preſent with him at his Death) 
mind the World leſs, and God 3 
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All the Learning in the World, without 


Piety and the true Fear of the Lord, is 
nothing worth. The Fear of the Lord, 
that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, 
that is Underſtanding. 


Prince Henry's laſt Words are averred 


to be theſe : O Chriſt, thou art my Re- 
deemer, and I know that thou haſt re- 


deemed me. I wholly depend upon thy 
Providence and Mercy : from the bottom 
of my Heart I commend my Soul into 
thy Hands. 


In the Earl of Marlburgh's Letter to 
Sir Hugh Pollard, (then Controller of his 
Majeſty's Houſhold) which he writ to 
him a little before his Death, there is this 


Paſſage near the End of it: Dear Sir 


Hugh, let us be more generous than to 
believe we die as the Beaſt that periſhes ; 
but with a Chriſtian, manly, brave Re- 
ſol ution look to what is eternal. 


When Cæſar gave one a great Reward, 


This, faith he, is too great a Gift for 
me to receive ; but, ſaith Ceſar, it is not 
too great a Gift for me to give. So, 
though the leaſt Gift that Chriſt gives 
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(in ſome Senſe) is too much for us to 


receive, yet the greateſt Gifts are not too 


| nay for Chriſt to give. He is every 
ay, every Ilour, yea, every Moment a g:- 
ding of royal Favours to his People. Tere 
ts Peace for you that ere in Trouble, ſav: 
Chriſt; and here is Pardon for you thai 
groan under Guilt, ſays Chriſt , and here i: 
Comfort fer you that are Mourners in Zion, 
ſays Chriſt, &c. His Hand is ever in his 
Purſe, he is ſlill a ſcattering Pearls of Glo- 
ry, the very Jewels of his Crown, amony 
the beloved of his Soul, * 


Ingo, an ancient * the Draves, 
who making a ſtately Feaſt, appointed 


his Nobles, at that Time Pagaus, to ſit 


in the Hall below, and commanded cer- 
tain poor Chriſtians to be brought up 
into his Preſence-Chamber, to ſit with 
him at his Table, to eat and drink of his 
kingly Chear, at which many wondering, 

he ſaid, He accounted Chriſtians, "wa 
never ſo poor, a greater Ornament to his 
| Table, and more worthy of his Compa- 


ny, than the greateſt Peers unconverted 


to the Chriſtian Faith, for when theſe 
might be thruſt down to Hell, thoke 


ces 


might be his Conſorts, and fellow Prin- 


(69) 
ces in Heaven. 
ſometimes by their Refleftions in a Puddle, or 
in the bottom of a Well, in a ſtinking Ditch, 
yet the Stars have their Situation in Heaven : 
So, though you ſee a godly Man in a poor, 
4 miſerable, low, deſpiſed Condition, for the 
4 Things of this World, yet he is fixed in 
Heaven, in the Region of Heaven: Who 
hath raiſed us up (Jail the Apoſtle) and 
made us fit together in heavenly Places 
in Chriſt Jeſus, „ 
The Light of ſuperabundant Joy ſhi- 
ning thorough the black Clouds of a- 
bounding Afflictions is a harſh-ſoundin 


Paradox in the Ears of the World, and 


a Truth which is only. found in the 
School of Chriſt's Croſs. | 


Paul's Body may be caſt into Fetters, 


but the Light of the Goſpel will admit 
no Bonds. Modęſtus may uſe his beſt Skill 
to entangle Baſil in the Arian Subtleties, 
but at laſt he ſhall carry News unto Va- 
lens of a ſtrange Valour, as Nazianzen re- 
ports it, Such, ſaith he, is the reſolute 
Courage of Baſil, that Words cannot o- 
vercome him, Threatnings cannot ſhake 


f him, and all Allurements cannot draw 


him. They are ſtill falſe Lights or Me- 
teors hanging in the Air of Ambition, 
= s f not 


Although you ſee the Stars 
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(79) 
not fixed in the Firmament of Trut!, 
which every Wind of Trouble is able to 
caſt upon the Ground of a new Faith. 

It is reported of Olympis, who lived 
cloyſtered up in a Monaſtry near Jordan, 
that his Mind was ſo fixed on Eternity, 

that he had ſcarce any Senſe, and feeling 
of any temporal Miſeries. 

It happened ona Time, that a certain 
religious Man went to viſit him, and find- 
ing him cloyſtered up in a dark Cell, 
which he thought 1 by reaſon 
of Heat, and ſwarms of Gnats and Flies, 

and aſking him, How he could endure to 

live in ſuch a Place? he anſwered, All 
this is but a light matter, that I may eſ- 
cape eternal Torments : I can endure thr 
ſtinging of Gnats, that I might not en- 


dure the ſtinging of Conſcience, and the 


gnawing of that Worm that never dies : 
this Heat thou thinkeſt grievous, I can 
eaſily endure, when I think of the eter- 
nal Fire of Hell, theſe Sufferings are but 
ſhort, but the Sufferings of Hell are e- 
ternal. And as all preſent Sufferings ore 
light in compariſon of everlaſting Torments, 
fo, if we think further of the eternal Joys 
of Heaven, this will make them ſeem more 
light ; I reckon, faith the Apeſile, that the 

OG 
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ufferings of this preſent Time are not 
7 worthy to be compared with the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed; He puts, as it were, 
into one Pallance the Afitfions of this Life, 
and in the other the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven, 
and baving weighed both, concludetb, that 


| compariſon of the other. 


_ edneſs ; and the lower a Man is in bis own 


tor 


there is no reckoning to be made of the one in 


I in my little Cell, ſaith Zlierom, with 
the reſt of the Monks my Fellow- ſinners, 
dare not determine of great Matters, 
This is all I know, that I know nothing, 
ſaid Socrates : and Anaxarchus went fur- 


ther, and ſaid, that he knew not that 


neither, that it was nothing that he knew, 
This is the utmoſt of my Wiſdom (ſail 
David Chytraeus) that I ſee myſelf to be 
without all Wiſdom. And if I would at 
any Time delight myſelf in a Fool, faith 
Seneca, I need not ſeek far, I have my- 
ſelf to turn to. Thus the heavieſt Ears of 


Corn ſtoop moſt toward the Ground : Boughs | 


the more laden they are, the more le they 
bang: and the more direct the Sun is over 
us, the leſs is our Shadow : So the more true 
Worth is in any Man, the leſs ſelf-conceit- 


Eyes, the higher he is in God's. 
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When Fyibazus a noble Perſian was ar- 
reſted, he drew out his Sword, and de- 
fended himſelf; but when they told him 
that they came to carry him to the King, 
he willingly yielded: So, though a Saint, 
may at firſt ſtand a little out, yet when he 
remembers that Afflictions are to carry him 
nearer to Ged, he yields and Riffes the Red. 
Afflictions are like the prick at the Nightin- 
val's Breaſt, that awakes ber, and puts her 
upon her ſweet and delightful ſinging. 


When Munſter lay fick, and his 
Friends aſked him how he did, and how 
he felt himſelf, he pointed to his Sores 
and Ulcers, (whereof he was full) and 
ſaid, "Theſe are God's Gems and Jewels, 
wherewith he decketh his beſt Friends, 
and to me they are more precious than 
all the Gold and Silver in the World. J 
Seul at firſt Converſion is but reugb caſt , 
but God by Aflicitons doth ſquare and fit, 
and faſhion it for that Glory above, which 
doth ſpeak them out to flow from precious 
J. ode; therefore the Afittions that do at- 
tend the People of Gd ſhould be no Bar 10 
Holineſs, nor no motive to draw the Soul to 
Mays of Wickedneſs, 


There | 


them to be rea 


(78 ) 


There was a great Conteſt between 4. 
1 pelles, a famous Painter, and another, 
which ſhould appear the better Artiſt , 
and, as a trial of Skill, Apelles drew 
7 Grapes, which were ſo naturally done, 
that the Birds porn at them, ſuppoſing 


he was deſired to draw away the Curtain 
that his Picture might be judged of. He 
then concluded himſelf the better Artiſt 
for, ſays he, Apelles deceived the Birus, 
but I deceived Apelles, Thus with Art 

and Cunning wwe may deceive Birds, Beaſts 

and Men, nay ourſelves ; but we cannot de- 
ceive Cod. Let us therefare ſo bebave ourſelves 
in our Woras, Geſtures, Thoughts, Actions, 
as confidering wwe are altogys iu God's Pre- 
= ſence, to whom we myſt. be acconntable at 
our Death, and at the Day of Judgment; 


and therefore let us not dare lo commit Sin, 


unleſs we can conceal our Attions from his. 
all-ſeeing Eye. 


They report of Mahomet an ordinary 
Turk, that this was the firſt ſtep of his 
Advancement to the Empire, his Maſter 

ä Solyman 


| Grapes ; The other drew 
only the lively Picture of a Curtain, and 
bringing it to Apel/es for his Approbation, 


(740 
Pp Solyman the Great, let fall a Letter out of 
a Window, which, while the reſt to ap- 
prove their Diligence to their Lord ran 
about for Ladders, he, without any more 
Deliberation or Circuit, leaped out of the 
Window and returned preſently. This is 
i the nature of Love and Zeal to overlook all 
1 Danger, to forget themſelves to pleaſe God, 
j and theſe are they that came to Preferment, 
to be Favourites in the Court of Heaven, 
| when they that are ſo wiſe to lool before they 
N leap, may look long enough before they riſe, 
and a Fool he is that looks for any other 
Ladder to climb to Honour beſides bis Ma- 
ſter's Favour. 5 
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— The Ancients were wont to paint For- 
tune taking Cities in a Net, for one Ti- 
motheus an Athenian Captain whom they 
drew ſleeping by 7 but our Timothy knows 
the New Jeruſalem the City above can- 
not be taken otherwiſe, and therefore 
plants a ſtrait Siege about it with an Ar- 
my of Virtues, plies the Battery with the 
Ordinance of Prayer, caſts up Mounts 
againſt it, giving all Diligence that he 
may add to Faith, Virtue; and to Vir- 
tue, Knowledge; and to Knowledge, 
Temperance; and to Temperance, Pa- 

tience; 


* 


©7821 
tience; and to Patience, Godlineſs, and 
to Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs ; and 
to brotherly Kindneſs, Mountain _ 
Mountain as the Giants did, that at laſt 
he may ſcale Heaven. | 


E — 
Ee. 7 Bt, 


—U— — yo en. wg . Le — — 


When one preſented Antipater King of 
Macedonia with a Book that treated of 
Happineſs, his Anſwer was, I am not at 
Leilure, How many are there that cannot 
find Leiſure to receive the Book and Mord 
of * ſemt by Cbriſt to ſave their 
SOULS | 
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Cato was ſo grave and good a Man, 


that none would ſin in his Preſence: 
whence it grew to a proverbial Caveat a- 
mong them one to another, Take Heed 
what you do, Cato ſees you. O bow 
fou d we ſtand in Awe of the all-ſeeing Eye 
of God, and ſay to our own Hearts, and one 
another, Take Heed, for God looks on. 


It is related of Alexander the Great, 
that as he proceeded in the Conqueſt of 
the World, coming near ſome wife Men, 
and diſcourſing with them, he gave Li- 
| berty to theſe Sages to aſk ſome conſide- 
Table Gifts of him, and aſſured them they 
5 G 2 ſhould 


(79) 
ſhould obtain for aſking. One of theſe Phi. 
loſophers replied, We deſire of thee Immor- 
tality. At which Alexander laughing ſaid, I 
cannot give that unto myſelf, how then can 
. give it unto you? Are you mortal then? 
if Hays one of the wiſe Men. I am, ſaid he. 
| | Then replied another of them to Alexan- 
der, Why doſt thou then diſturb the 
whole World, greedily ſeeking the Do- 
minion of it, as if thou was immortal ? 
How many are ſo glued to the Pleaſures and 
Vanities of this World, as if they were im- 
il mortal ? But conſider it is appointed once 
5 For all Men to die and after Death to ap- 
pear in Judgment, and what wou d it profit 
a Man if he ſhould gain the whole World, 
and loſe his own Soul. 


M David -wiſhed he might have died for 
1 Abſalom, ſuch was his Love to him. Ar- 
3 finoe interpoſed herſelf between the Mur- 
derers Weapons, ſent by Prolimy her Bro- 
„ ther, to kill her Children, The Pellican 
e not only feeds her Young with her own 

e Blood, but with invincible Conſtancy a- 
| * 


bides the Flames of Fire for their Preſer- 
1 vation. Chriſt is that good Shepherd, wwho 
gave bis Life for his Sheep. He is that 
true Pellican, who ſaw the Wrath of God 
=_ burning 
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(77) 
burning about his young Ones, and caſt him- 
ſelf into the midſt thereof, that be might 


He was delivered for our Offen- 
ces, and was raiſed again for our Fuſtifica- 
tion, which began in his Death, but was 
perſected by his Reſurredion.” | 


Queen 

Elizabeth, ſome Months before his Death, 

ſaid, That it was a great Pity Men knew 

not to what End they were born into this 

bens until they were ready to go out 
GS GTY-v: ; VF 
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Ic is a conſtant Cuſtom among Mer- 
chants at Sea, that when they apprehend 


their Ship much endangered by a violent 
Storm, for fear their Ship ſhould be o- 
verladen, and that the Goods in her 


ſhould occaſion the ſinking, they fling 


them over-board, hoping by this means 
to preſerve their Ship, and, what is more 
precious, the Lives of the Mariners and 
Paſſengers. I wiſh we were as ſpiritually 


wiſe, that we had a diſcerning Spirit when 


our Souls are in danger of being overſet by 
the Wealth, and Cares, and Pleaſures of 


this World, that we may be more eager 
than the Merchant at Sea to part with theſe 
+72 G 3 


earth- 


» > * - 
* 


- bl - 2 3 8 — * 8 . 2 2 
* E - 2 
a * 4 8 "_ -— A. . - 
— 1 — ——ʒĩ bo _ — ww * r * 


— 
Fg 


A 


— oo _ 


; F 
* A - —4 = « 


(78) 


earthly Goods, for fear they ſhou'd endanger 


the ſinking our Souls in the bottomleſs Pit of 
Perdition. I pray God we may make a juſt 
Diftinfion between earthly and heavenly, 
momentary and eternal - Riches ; that we 
may eſteem Godlineſs the greateſt gain, and 
. make Gain of the TO on of Godli- 
neſs. | 


Friendſhip 1s a noble Thing Dr. Ham- 
mond uſed to ſay, he pitied him that was 
deſtitute of a Friend, as a very unhappy 
Perſon. By converſing with a Friend, 
and communicating our ſecret Affairs to 
him, our Joys are by Sympathy increaſed, 
and our Griefs leſſened. Two dear 
Friends ſeem to have one Soul in two Bo- 
dies.; (they are like Twins, when one 
dies, the other Pines away :) there is but 
one Propriety between them both, all 


their Goods are in common. 


Alexander diſtributing g very large Gifts, 
was aſked what he would keep for him- 
ſelf ? He anſwered, Hope. By Hope are 
ave ſaved. He hath a great deal of 2 


who hath but ſo me Hope ef n= as 4 
good Hope, 


» 
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When Pericles went into the Pulpit to — 
make Orations to the People, he would 
make his Prayer to the Gods, that no- 

thing might go out of his Mouth, but 


what might be to the Purpoſe. A good 
Example for Preacbers, -1 


Dr. Manton, while he was Miniſter at — 
Covent -Garden, was invited to preach 


7 before the Lord Mayor and Court of Al- 


dermen, and the Companies of the City 
upon ſome public Occaſion, at St. Paul's. 
The Doctor choſe ſome difficult Subject, 
in which he had opportunity of diſplay- 
ing his Judgment and Learning, and ap- 
ring to the beſt Advantage. He was 
eard with the Admiration and Applauſe 


of the more intelligent Part of the Au- 
| dience; and was invited to dine with my 


Lord Mayor, and received public Thanks 
for his Performance. But upon his re- 
turn in the Evening to Covent-Garden, a 
75 Man following him, gently plucked 
him by the Sleeve of his Gown, and aſk- 
ed him if he were. the Gentleman who 

had preached that Day before my Lord 
Mayor; he replied, he was. Sit, "ſays 
he, I came with earneſt Deſires after the 
85 Word 
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Word of God, and hopes of getting ſome 
Good to my Soul, but I was greatly dit. 
appointed ; for I could not underſtand 
great deal of what you faid ; you were 
quite above me. The Doctor replied, 
with Tears in his Eyes. Friend, if I did 
not give you a Sermon, you have given 
me one; and by the Grace of God, 1 


will never play the Fool to preach beforc 


my Lord 7788 in fuck a Manner a- 
going * — — rt FN nie 
K. gp 4 LEAWE 4 +. 


— Some Preachers 2 1 Strains, 


they ſeek Abſurdities, and love to hover 


and ſoar aloft in dark and cloudy Ex- 


preſſions, and ſo ſhoot their Arrows over 


their Hearers Heads, inſtead of bettering 


their Hearers Hearts. Gay Things in 


a Sermon are only for Men to gaze upon 


and admire. What are high Strains and 


Flaſhes of Wit, new-minted Words and 


Phraſes, but like gay Weeds and Blew 


Bottles to good Corn? Truth is like So- 


lomon s Spouſe, All glorious within. She 


is moſt beautiful when moſt naked, as 4: 
dam was in D e "= | 


— The Cock 3 a Preacher to Peter. 
Deſpiſe not the Miniſter, though never 
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ing that muſt bring Men to Heaven. 


nation, put all the Doctors to ſilence, fb 


(31) 


ſo mean : it is the Fooliſhneſs of Preach- 


Cocks call Men out of their Beds. They 
conſtantly keep the Law of Crowing at 
ſet Times that Nature hath enjoined 
them: they cry loud and thick againſt a 
Storm. So do faithful Miniſters, when 
gotten upon their Battlements: they cla 

their own Sides firſt, and-then conftantly 
call up others. They cry aloud, and 
ſpare not, but Hft up their Voice like a 
Trumpet, to tell Judab of their Sins, &c. 
The roaring Lion of Hell trembleth at 
their Note: and the World's Sybarites 
cannot bear their Diſturbances, and there- 
fore wiſh them baniſhed. But Wiſdo 


Mice Driver, Martyr, at her Exatni- — 


that they had not a Word to ſay, but one 
looked upon another. "Then ſhe faie, 
Have you no more to fay? God be ho- 
nowured : you be not able to reſiſt the 
Spirit of God in me a poor Woman. 1 
was an honeſt poor Man's Daughter, ne- 
ver brought up in the Univerſity, as you 
have been. But I have driven the Plough 
many a time before -my Father, 1 thank 
| God 


(82) 
God : yet notwithſtandiug i in the Defence 
of God's Truth, and in the Cauſe of my 


_ Maſter Chriſt, by is Grace I will ſet my 
Foot againft ag Foot of any of you all, 


in the Maintenance and Defence of the 
ſame : And if I had a thouſand Lives, it 
ſhould go for Payment thereof: So th: 


Chancellor condemned her, and ſhe re- 


turned to the Priſon joyful./ 
It was the ſad Complaint of Auſtin, in 


his Time, The unlearned (faith he) riſe 


up, and take Heaven by Violence, and 
we, with all our Learning, are thruſt 


down to Hell. I is ſad to ſee how many 
of the Rabbies of theſe Times do make an J. 
dol of their Parts and Abilities, and with 
what an Eye of Pride, Scorn and Contempi, 


do they gaze upon thoſe that want their 
Parts, and that do not worſhip the Idol that 


they have ſet up in their own Hearts. Paul, 
wha was the greateſt Doctor F the Gentiles, 
did wondroufly tranſcend in all Parts and 


Abilities, 4 Dotors . and Rabbies of cur 


Times, and yet how humbly, how. tenderly, 
how fuveetly doth be carry himſelf towards 
the Meaneſt and Weakeſt ? To the Weak 
became as Weak, that I might win the 
Weak; 1 am made all Things to all 
| ow, that I might by all means ſave 


ſome. 
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[ ſome. If Meat make my Brother to of- 
fend, I will eat no Fleſh while the World 
j ſtandeth, left I make my Brother to of- 
fend. But alas! how little of this feveet 
* Spirit is to be found in the Doctors of our 
Age, who look ſourly, and ſpeak bitterly a- 
gainſt thoſe who do not ſee as they ſee, nor 
cannot ſpeak as they ſpeak. Strs, the Spirit 
ef the Lord (even in deſpiſed Saints) will 
be too hard for you, and his Appearance in 
them, in theſe his latter Days, will be ſo 
Full of ſpiritual Beauty and Glory, as that 
= they will darken that, that you are too apt 
ts count and call your Glory. The Spirit of 
E the Lord will not ſuffer his choiceſt. Jewel 
= Grace to be always buried under the Stubble 
| of Parts and Gifts. 

= The primitive Perſecutors ſlighted the 
Chriſtians for a Company of bad illiterate 
Fellows: and therefore they uſed to paint 
the God of the Chriſtians with an Aſs's 
Head, and a Book in his Hand, faith 
7. ertullian ; ; to ſignify, That though they 
! pretended pals, yet they were filly 
| and ignorant People. Biſhop Jewel, in 
his Sermon upon Luke xi. 15, cites this 
out of Tertullian, and applies it to his 
Times. Do not our Adverſaries the like, 
faith he, 3 all that profeſs the Goſ- 


pel? 


pel ? Oh, ſay they, Who are thoſe that 


favour this Way ? None but Shoemakers, 
Taylors, Weavers, and ſuch as never 
were at the Univerſity. Theſe are the 
Biſhop's own Words. Biſhop bite ſaid 
in open Court, That the Puritans were 
all a Company of Blockheads. 

Luther had a very famous Story, in 
his Writing. upon the fourth Command- 
ment : In the time of. the Council of 
Conſtance, he tells you of two Cardinals, 
that as they were riding to the Council 
they ſaw a Shepherd in the Field weep- 
ing, one of them being affected with his 
weeping, rode up to him to comfort 
him; and coming near to him deſired to 
know the reaſon of his weeping; the 
Shepherd was unwilling. to tell him at 
firſt, but at laſt he told him. ſaying, I, 
looking upon this Toad, conſidered that 
I never; praifed God as J ought, for ma- 
king me ſuch an excellent Creature as a 
Man comely and reaſonable. I have not 
bleſſed him that he made me not ſuch a 
deformed Toad as this. The Cardinal 

hearing this and conſidering ; that God 


had done far greater Things for him than. 
for this poor Shepherd, he fell down dead 
m 


from his Male; his Seryants lifting h 


1 
up, 
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up, and bringing him to the City, he 
came to life again, and then cried out, O 
Saint Auſtin ! how truly didſt thou ſay, 
The Unlearned riſe and take Heaven by 


Force, and we, with all our Learning, 
# wallow in Fleſh and Blood. 
Men ſhould not glory in what they 


have received, but give Glory for what 


they have received ; not only the Talent, 
but the Improvement of the Talent is 
to be attributed to God; Lord, thy Pound 
S hath gained ten Pounds, Luke xix. 16. not 


only Faith to work, but the Work of 
Faith ; not only Grace, but the Actings 


of Grace is to be attributed to the Glory 
of God, and not to the Power or Praiſe 


of Man. 


At the Council of Nice there was three 


hundred and eighteen Biſhops, and by 
the Subtlety of a Philoſopher, diſputing _ 


againſt the Marriage of Miniſters, they 
generally voted againſt it, that thoſe that 
were fingle ſhould not marry : At length 
up ſtarts Paph utins, a plain Chriſtian, 


and in the Name of Chriſt, with the na- 


ked Word of God, he pleaded againſt 
them all in that Caſe; and God fo 


wrought by his Arguments, that he con- 
; 2 


vinced 
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vinced the three hundred and eighteen 
Biſhops, and carried the Cauſe againſt 


them; yea, and ſo convinced the Philo- 
topher of his Error, that before all he free- 
ly confeſt it. As long ( faith he) as 
Words were only preſſed, I could repel 
Words with Words ; but what is weak 
Man to withſtand the Word of God ? I 
yield I am conquered. Yak Chriſtians 
may be of ſingular Uſe to the ſtrongeſt ; thoſe 


the weakeſt Saints, 


Eraſmus, in one of his Epiſtles, men- 
tions a Story of the Devil's lifting up one 


in that Town of Shiltach in Germany, that 
at the turning of a Pot, which he put in- 


to her Hands, the whole Town might 


be ſet on fire. The ignorant People of thoſe 
Times ſent for two Prieſts to lay down 
the curſed Spirit with their Charms, and 
to quench thoſe intended Flames with 
their holy Water. But the Devil could 


threatning Words, when one of them was 
an Adulterer, and both of them Thieves. 
The wiſeſt Charms from the Mouth of a 
Loofe-liver will little prevail to caſt the De- 


that know moſt may be inſtructed even from 


of his Creatures to the top of a Chimney 


ſoon anſwer, that he feared not their 


vil 


C97] 
vil out of his ſtroug Poſſeſſion of a Sinne;”s 
Heart. | 


Bellarmine telleth of an Univerlity, 
where thoſe, who were to proceed Doctors, 
had certain hard Queſtions given them to 
refolve : and four-and-twenty Hours al- 
lowed them to ſtudy for their Anſwer, 
and according to the Reſolution they 
gave, they were either to receive their 
Degree with Honour and Applauſe, or 
to be ſent away with Shame; and thoſe 
Probitioners, as he obſerveth, would for 
that Time ſequeſter themſelves from 
Company, ſhut up themſelves in their 
Study, ſcarce allowing themſelves Time 
to eat or ſleep, ſpending the whole Time 
in ſtudying to reſolve thoſe Queſtions : 
The Time we here ſpend, whether longer or 
ſhorter, is given us by God to provide for our 


everlaſting Condition; and ſeeing upon the 


Improvement of this Time dependeth an E- 
ternity, either of Bliſs or Woe, what man- 
ner of Perſons ought we to be ? how carefu 
to paſs the Time of our ſojourning here ? 


It is ſaid of Prince Henry, that when 
upon his Sick-bed he was told that the 
Sins of the People brought that AMic- 

2 tion 
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tion on himz Oh no, ſays he, I have 
Sins enough of my own to be the Cauſe 
of it. So ſhou'd te all confeſs. When God 
inflifts any national Judgment upon us, as 
Plague, lF'amine, War, or ihe like, each 
Chriſtian ſhou'd ſay, It is my Sins in 
particular which have proveked God's An- 
ger, and puſjibly more my Sins than any o- 
bers; for a Man may better know the 
Mictedneſs of his un Heart than of others, 
Aud it is the beſt aud ſafeſt Rule ta walk by, 
To be ſevere and rigid in judging ourſelves, 
and to be very meek and charitable to our 
Brethren, 


Mercury being to make a Garment for 
the Moon (as one ſaith) could never fit 


her, but either the Garment would be too 


big or too little, by reaſon ſhe was al- 
ways increaſing or decreaſing. May not 


this be applied to the vain Curioſity of too too 


many Profeſſors in theſe Days, whoſe Curio- 


 fity about their Cloaths can never be ſatis- 


Rae. 


The Italian Proverb is, He that will 
lodge well at Night, muſt ſet out early 
and take up his Inn betimes. Me cannot 
begin too ſoon to ſet onward upon our Jour- 
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ney toto ard the New Jeruſalem. The Jets 
tell of Ben Syra, when a Child, that he 


begged of his Maſter to inſtruct him in 


the Law of God, who defered it and 
put him off; ſaying, he was too young 
yet to enter into divine Myſteries : 
Then he replied, But Maſter, ſaid he, I 
have been in the Church-yard, and per- 
ceive, by the Graves which I have lain 
down by and meaſured, and find ſhor- 
ter than myſelf, that many have died 
younger than I am, and what ſhall I do 
then? and, if I ſhould die before I have 
learned the Law of God, what would be- 
come of me then, Maſter ? The Conſi- 
deration of our ſhort Life ſhou'd cauſe ws to 
make haſte to learn 10 know and ſerve God, 
and to think we cannot begin to ſtudy that 
Leſſon too ſoon that can never be learned t09 
Welk. 


Auſtin, writing upon John, tells a Sto- 


ry of a certain Man, that was of an Opi- 


nion that the Devil did make the Fly, 
and not God; faith one to him, If the 
Devil made Flies, then the Devil 
made Worms, and God did not make 


them, for they are living Creatures as 


well as Flies; true, ſaid he, the Devil 
H 3 did 
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did make Worms; but ſaid the other, if 
the Devil did make Worms, then he 
made Birds, Beaſts. and Man; he grant. 
ed all. Thus by denying God in the Fly, he 


came 10 deny God in Man, aud to _ the 
whole. Creation, 


What do I here, ſaid Monica, Auſtin's 
Mother, when ſhe had heard an excellent 
Diſcourſe of the incomparable Joys of 
Heaven? What do we bere, ſay I, poring 
and lojing our Time about earthly Things, 
2050 are invited to Heavenly? What do we, 
1 will tell you, like the young Man at A- 
thens, who fell in Love with the Image of 
Good Fortune, an elegant Statue that Rood 
in the Senate-Houſe, and becauſe he cou'd 
not obtain her for his Wife of the Senate, to 
whom he commended his Suit, ſet a Crown, 
a Garland of Flowers upon the Head of it, 
and put a Rope about his own Neck, and ſo 
died: and they are not like to make much the 
better match, who dote upon the Glory of the 
World, ſcarce a Pitture, a ann 
Shadow of true Happineſs. 


A Jewiſp Rabbi preſſing the Practice 
of Repentance upon his Diſciples, ex- 
horting them to be ſure to repent the Day 


before 


BW 


| „ 
before they died; one of them replied, 
That the Day of any Man's Death was 
very uncertain; Repent therefore every 


Day, (ſaid the Rabbin) and then you 
ſhall be ſure to repent the Day before you 


die. | 
It is better to have a Sore than a ſeared 
Conſcience. It is better to have no Heart 


than a hard Heart ; no Mind than a blind. 


Mind. | 
It is a heavy Plague to have a fat Bo- 


dy and a lean Soul; a Houſe full of 


Gold, and a Heart full of Sin. 


Ferom tells a Story of a Chriſtian Sol- 
dier, whom when the Pretor could not 
by any Torments remove from Chriſtia- 


nity, he commanded him to be laid on a 


Bed in a pleaſant Garden, among the 
flouriſhing and fragrant Flowers ; which 
done, all others withdrawing, a moſt 
beautiful Harlot came to him, and uſed 
all Art to deſtroy his Soul ; but the 
Chriftian Soldier, being filled with the 
royal Gifts of the Spirit, bit off his 
Tongue with his Teeth, and ſpit it in her 


Face as ſhe was tempting him, and ſo got 


the Victory over all her Temptations, 
T he precious Favours God confers upon ”_ 
| make 
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make them temptation-proof, they make Be- 
lievers trample upon the moſt amiable Baits. 
How can I do this great Wickedneſs, and 
| fin againſt God? /ays Joſeph. Joſeph's 
Senſe of Potiphar's Favours heaped upon 
him, ſtrengthned him againſt the impudent 


Sollicitations of his wanton Miſtreſs. And 


ſhall not the fingular Favours that God con- 


fers upon his People ſtrengthen them as 


gainſt Satan's Aſaults? 
Socrates ſpeaks of two young Men that 
flung away their Belts, when being in an 
Idol's Temple, the luſtrating Water fel] 
upon them, deteſting, ſaith the Hiſtorian, 
the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh. 

There are Stories of Heathens, that 
would not look upon Beauties, leſt they 
ſhould be enſnared. 

Democritus plucked out his own Eyes 
to avoid the Danger of Uncleanneſs. 


They ſay when Hercules drew up Cer- 
berus from Hell, he led him in a Chain, 


and he went quietly till he came to the 


Horizon, and ſaw the peeping of the 
Light, but then he pulled ſo ſtrongly, 
that he had liked to have pulled the Con- 
queror and all back again. *Tis ſad wher 
Men had rather live in Darkneſs, and die 

718 
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in Darkneſs, and go to Hell in Darius, 

than they will ſee the Light, enjoy the Light, 

and walk in the Light. Many fret at the 

Light of God's Word, and at thoſe who 

bring it, as the Athiopians once a Year ſo- 

lemnly curſe the Sun, Such Souls ſtand in 
much need of Pity and Prayer. 


Ariſtippus, thou oh but a Heathen, 
went of his own accord to A/chines his 
| Enemy, and ſaid, Shall we never be re- 

conciled till we become a Table-talk to 
all the Country? And when Æſcbines an- 
ſwered, He would moſt gladly be at 
Peace with him. Remember then (ſaid 
Ariſtippus) that though I. were the Elder 
and better Man, yet I ſought firſt unto 
thee. Thou art indeed, - Td ZE ſchines, 
a far better Man than I ; for I began the 
Quarrel, but thou the Reconcilement, 
My Prayer ſball be, that this Heathen may 
not riſe in udgment againſt the flouriſhing 
Profeſſors of our Times; Who whet their 
Tongues like a Sword, and bend their 


Bows to ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter 
Words. 


The Athenians had a Conceit, that Mi- 
ner va (their Goddeſs) drove all their ill 
Counſels 
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Counſels to a happy Iſſue. The ſuper{ti- 
tious Romans thought that an Idol, which 
they called Vibilia, kept them from er- 
ring out of their Way. The Divine Pro- 
vidence is our Vibilia, that will not ſuffer 
us to miſcarry, ſo long as we have an Eye to 
the Patern that was ſhewed us on thi 
Mount, Exod. xxv. 40, 


It was the Honour of Veſpaſian, That 
he was more ready to conceal the Vices 
of his Friends than their Virtues. Sure) 
there is much of God in that Soul, that i; 
upon a Goſpel Account more careful and ſil- 

Ful to conceal the Vices of weak Saints, than 

. their Virtues, Many in theſe Days do juſt- 
ly incur the Cenſure which that ſour Philoſc- 
pher paſt upon Grammarians, That they 
were better acquainted with the Evil of U- 
lyſſes, than with their own. 

I have known a good old Man, faith 


Bernard, who, when he had heard of any 


that had committed ſome notorious Ot- 
fence, was uſed to ſay with himſelf, He 
fell To-day, ſo may I To-morrow, Let 
him that thinketh he ſtandeth take Heed I:j 
he fall. ; : 


It 
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Iti is nd of one, that he was ſo 
luſty and quarrelſome, that he was ready 
to fight with his own Image fo often as 
he ſaw it in a Glaſs, Let us fall out with 
our Sins, the Spots that deface the Image of 
God in us : but God forbid that any ſhou'd 
pick a Quarrel with the Glaſs of God's 
Mord, by which we may dreſs ourſelves to 
ber fection of Beauty. Socrates, who com- 
mendeth the Uſe of a Glaſs to all Sorts, as if 
the Friend in it gave faithful Counſel in all 
Caſes : Art thou beautiful and comely ? Ca- 
ve ne animi improbitate corpus tuum de- 
honeſtes : Art thou homely and deformed ? 
Fac ut animus virtute corpus ſuum con- 
ſecret. Art thou fair, take Heed thy Body 
be not like an Fgyptian Temple, ſtately 
without, but having within a Soul as black 
as a Gypfie with Vice: Art thou foul ? See 
that thy Soul within make amends for thy 
Body without, being like a rich Pearl in a 
rude Shell. 

Moſt true is this of this Glaſs, which 
of all other knows not how to flatter : 
and who knows whether there be not 
that Virtue in this divine Speculation, to 
reſtore a Man to himſelf as he that was 
transformed into an Aſs, returned to his 

own 
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own Shape, when he came to behold 
himſelf in a Glaſs, the Strength of the 
Charm being wholly evacuated. 
Then let us behold ourſelves here in 
this Glaſs, if not what we are, at leaſt 
what we ought to be. 


A Painter, who 'was eſteemed a good 
Artiſt, being aſked why he painted ſo 
ſlowly; he anſwered, I paint for Eterni- 
ty. If we did conſider, our Eternity of 
Happineſs or Miſery depends upon the well 
or ill. ſpending our Time here, we ſhould then 
take greater Care of our Actions, and not 
haſtily comply with Satan's 7. — to 
commit Sin. 


Luther very boldly told his 3 
and Protector, the Elector of Saxony, 
That he, by his Prayers gained him more 
Help and Safeguard, than he received 
from him: and that this Cauſe of Chriſt 
needeth not the Help of Man to carry it 
on, but the Power of God ſet at work by 
the Prayer of Faith. And this Way, 
ſaith he, I will undertake to ſecure your 
Highneſs's Soul, Body and. Eſtate, en- 
gaged in the Cauſe of the Goſpel, from 
whatſoever Danger or Diſaſter, whether 

your 
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your Highneſs believe me herein, or 
not. | | 8 | | 
Prayer is the Key-of the Day, and 


Lock of the-Night. And we ſhould e- 


very Day begin and end, bid ourſelves 
good-morrow'and-good-night with Pray 
er. This will make our Labour proſpe- 
rous, and our Reſt ſweet. Facob is ſaid 
to wreſtle with God by a mighty con- 


tinued Earneſtneſs in Prayer, and at 


laſt as a+ Prince he (prevailed. It is 
lawful' to take Heaven by ſuch a holy 
Violence : and it is a modeſt and com- 
mendable Impudence, with a ſtrong and 
zealous Importunity to beg Mercy of the 
God of. Mercy. The Scripture ſays, 
Pray: continually : That is, that we ought 
not to be diſcompoſed with Paſſion or the 
Afﬀairs of the World, but that we may 
be always in a praying Capacity. Good 
Mr. Ded was uſe to ſay, That he was 
in a ſad Condition that had a hard Heart, 
and could not pray. | 


They that look towards the Earth on- 
ly, are but equivocal Men; Men in 
Name, but not in Mind, to uſe the 
Words of chmee For what is there 
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even in our Nature which doth not 


lift us up to God: The Frame 1 
and Fabrick of our Bodies ſo upright, - 
that it compels us to tread, to trample , 
upon the Earth, to looki,upto Hqaven, | 
and for this Purpoſe Anazomiſts obſerve 
that beſide. four Muſcles in the Eyes, . 
common to us with Brute Creatures, f 
there is a peculiar one in Man's to lift it 
upward ; the Head is therefore round, a hs 
fit Seat for the Mind, and withal, that it 1 
may be put in mind to think upon Hea- f 


ven, whence it is, and whereof the Fi- 
gure is a Reſemblance, the Heart is both 
a Triangle and Pyramis; a Triangle, 
becauſe the World cannot ſatisfy it, no , 
more than a round can fill a Triangle, i 
but there will be empty Corners ſtill, on- i 
ly the bleſſed Trinity can fill the Capa- - 
city of the Heart, whoſe Palace and 
Chamber of Preſence it ſhould be, accor- 
ding to the initial Letters of the Latin 
Word Cor, which makes Camera Omnipo- 
zentis Regis, The Chamber of the Omni- 
potent Ruler, as ſome have ſeriouſly ob- 
ſerved, and an inverted Pyramis, narrow 
below, almoſt ſnarpned to a Point, that 
it might touch the Earth no more than 
needs muſt, Tota in puncto, in Ferome's 

ä Phraſe, 
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Phraſe, - the whole ſtands in a narrow 
Point, and broad above to receive the 
Influence of Heaven. 

The Rabbins alſo have oblerved, that 
chere be juſt ſo many Bones in a Man's 
Body as there be Letters in the Deca- 
logue: and juſt ſo many Joints and 
Members as there be Days in the Year, 
teaching us to offer up a double Holo- 
cauſt of all our Strength, and all our 
Time wholly to.God, in the Obedience 
of his Commandments. 

And the whole Man is Inver/a planta, 
a Tree turned upſide down, (as the Phi- 
loſopher hath noted long ago) whoſe 
Roots are towards Heaven, from whence 
it ' derives, all the Sap and Juice of 
Grace, which : makes the Branches to- 
wards Earth flouriſhing, and be. fruitful 
in good Works. My Well-doing extends 
not unto thee, faith the Pſalmiſt, but unto 
the _—_ that = excel in en WP 


n is ſaid of Tiberius, that whilſt Au- 
uſu ruled, he was no way tainted in 
is Reputation, and that while Druſus 
and Germanicus were alive, he feigned 
thoſe Virtues which he had not, to main- 
tain a good OE of - himſelf in the 
2 Hearts 
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Hearts of the People ; but after he had 


got himſelf out of the reach of Contra- 


diction and Controulment, there was: no 
Fact in which he was not faulty, no 
Crime to which he was not acceſſary. 
My Prayer ſhall be that Tiberius's Spirit 
may not be found in any of our Rulers, leſt 
it prove their Ruin, as it did his; and that 
obere ever it is, it may be detected, loathed 
and vetted, ſo that neither the. State nor 
GKr Souls May be ruined Þy it. &. RO 
| 5 3rorn font 118 TH * 
The Soul hath its Maladies as well as 
the Body z and ſuch that for their Like- 
neſs to them, do often borrow their Names 
trom them. Pride is a Tympany; Ayarice, 
a Dropſy z Security, a Lethargy z Luſt, 
a Calenture ; Apoſtacy, an Epilepſy. 
And yet 22 theſe Names of budily 
Diſeaſes do happily ſerve to point and 


ſhadow out the nature of Spiritual) how 


wide is the difference between the Patients 


of the one and of the other, in regard of 


thoſe Qualities which may diſpoſe them 
for a Cure and Recovery out of them? 


In the Diſeaſes of the Body, it matters 


not whether the Patient know the Name 


of his Diſeaſe, or underſtand the Virtue 


of the Medicines which, are preſcribed, 


or 
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or be able to judge of the Increaſe, 
Height and Declination of his Diſtem- 
pers by the beatings of: his Pulte ; the 
whole Buſineſs is managed by the Care 
and Wiſdom of the Phyſician, who oft 
Times conceals the Danger on Purpole, 
left Fear and Fancy ſhould work more 
than his Phyſic, and ' hinder the Benefit 
of what he applies. But in the' Maladies 
of the Soul, it is far otherwiſe z the firft 
Step unto ſpiritual Health is a diſtinct 
and clear Inſight of Sin, ſuch which 
makes Men to underſtand the Plague of 
their own Hearts. Chriſt heals by Lighe 
as well as by Influence; he firſt con - 
vinceth them of Sin, and then gives the 
Pardon 3 he diſcovers the Diſeaſe: to 
them, and then adminiſters the Medicine. 


Ignorance is a Bar to the Welfare of 


the Soul, though not of the Body, and 
mukes the divine Remedies to have as 
little Effect upon it as Purges or Cordials 
have upon the Glaſſes into which they 
re put. It is Solomon's peremptory Con- 
eluſion, that a Soul without Knowledge 
is not good, nor indeed can be, becauſe 


it wants a Principle, which is as neceſſa- 


ry to Goodneſs as a viſive Power is to the 
Eye to enable it to diſcern its Object. 
yt 13 tow 
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How can he ever value Holineſs who un- 
derſtands not what Sin is ? er deſire a 
Saviour who hath no ſenſe of his Need? 
O therefore, bleſſed Lord, do thou daily 
more open my Eyes, that I may ſee my- 
elf to be among the Sinners, and not a- 

mong the Righteous; among the Sick, 
and not among the Whole; that ſo I may 
be healed by thee, who cameſt not to call 


the Righteous but Sinners to Repen - 


tance, 


St. John the Apoſtle coming to a Place 
near Epbeſus in his Viſitation of the Chur- 
ches, he eſpied a Youth of a comely 
Shape and pregnant Parts, and taking 
hold of him, delivered him to the Biſhop 
of the Place, with this Charge, (which 
he repeated over and over) I commend 
this Perſon to thee to be looked to with 
all Care and Diligence, and that in the 
Prefence of Chriſt and the Church. The 
Biſhop undertook the Charge, received 
the young Man into his Houle, inſtructed 
him, and at laſt baptized him : Then he 
thought he might remit a little of the ſtrict- 
neſs of his Care; but the young Man alas! 
making an ill uſe of his Liberty, fell in- 
to bad Company, by whoſe _ and 

| | nares 
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Snares he was feduced into ways of Riot 
and Wickedneſs; till, deſpairing of all 
hope of Pardon from God, he let him- 

looſe to all manner of Vice and Ex- 
travagance z and agreeing with his Con- 
federates, they combined themſelves into 
a Society of Highwaymen, and made 
him their Captain, who quickly became 
as far beyond the reſt in. Fierceneſs and 
Cruelty, as he was in Power and Autho- 
rity. St. Fohn, upon Occaſion, return- 
ing ſome while after to the ſame Place, 
after he had diſpatched his other Buſi- 
neſs, required from the Biſhop the Pledge 
he had left with him: Who wondering, 
and not knowing what he meant: I mean 
(ſaid St. 7ohn) the young Man, tis the 
Soul of my Brother that I require. The 
old Man, with a dejected Look and 
Tears in his Eyes, anſwered, He's dead: 
And being demanded by what kind of 
Death, anſwered, He's dead to God; 
for, alas! he's become a Villain, and in- 
ſtead of the Church is fled with his Com- 
panions to the Mountains to be a Thief 
and a Robber. The good Apoſtle, ren- 
ding his Cloaths and bewailing that he 
had ſo ill-betruſted the Soul of his Bro- 
ther, immediately called for a Horſe and 
* a Guide, 


( 104 ) 
a Guide, and made haſte to the Moun: 
tains ; where, being taken by thoſe who 
ſtood Centinel, he deſired. to be brought 
before their Captain, who. ſtood ready 
armed at a diſtance; but as ſoon as he 
perceived that it was St. Fobn that was 
coming towards him, he began: to be a- 
ſhamed, and to run as faſt: as he could, 
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The Apoſtle, not regarding his own Age 

and Weakneſs, followed: after. him with V 
all his might; and when his Legs could u 
not overtake him, he ſent theſe paſſionate t 
Exclamations after him : Why, O my G 
Son, doſt thou fly from thy aged and un- 1 
arged Father? Take Pity of me, and u 
fear not, there is yet hope of Salvation * 
for thee. I will undertake with Chriſt t 
for thee ; if need be, I will freely under- 1 
go Death for thee, as our Lord did for 


us, and lay down my own Life to ran- 
ſom thine ; only ſtay and believe me, for 
Tamſent by Chriſt. With that he ſtaid, 
and with a dejected Look, throwing a- 
way his Arms, he trembled and diſſol- 
ved into Tears; he embraced the aged 
Apoſtle with all poſſible Expreſſions of 
Sorrow and Lamentation, as if again 
baptized with his own Tears. St. Jahn 
aſſured him he had obtained his Pardon 


of 
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of Chriſt, and having faſted and prayed 
with him and for him, and with all the 
Arts of Conſolation refreſhed his ſhatter- 
ed and diſconſolate Mind, brought him 
into, and reſtored him to the Church. 


St. Auguſtine tells us what infinite Pains 
his Mother Monica took about the * 
verſion of her Huſband Patricius, how 
unweariedly ſhe ſought to endear herſelf 
to him hy all the Arts of a merk, qm 
dent, and ſober : Carriage; how; ſubmitſ- 
fively ſhe $omplied with his rigoroust nd 
untoward Humours, how diligently the 
watched the apteft Minutes -of Infinua- 
tion, never leaving till at laſt ſhe gained 
him over to the Faith. Nor was her 
Care :and Sollicitude leſs for her Son Au- 
J who being hurried away with the 
Lewdneſſes of Louth, and entangled 
with the Impieties of the AManichean He- 
reſy, was the hourly ſubject of her Pray- 
ers and Tears. She plied him with dai- 
iy Counſels and Intreaties, implored the 
Help and Aſſiſtance of good Men, and 
importuned Heaven for the Succeſs of 
all ; not being able to gain any Quiet to 
her Mind, till St. Ambroſe (with whom 
ihe had often adviſed about it) ſent her 


away 
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away with this Aſſurance, That it was 
not poſſible that a Child of ſo many Tears 
| ſhould periſh. No ſooner was his Con- 
verſion wrought, but her Spirit was at 
Eaſe, and ſhe now defired no more. 
St. Augilſtine alſo reports of his Mother 
Monica, that as often as her Children did 
commit Sin againſt God, ſo often ſhe 
did, as it were, travail in Birth of them 
again. Every evil Report ſhe heard of 
them, did ſeem to cauſe new Pangs and 
Throws. Thus it is with good Parents, 
2% conceive it better for their Children ne- 
ver to have been born, than not to be born 
again. They are ſo paſſionately toncerned 
for the eternal welfare of their Souls, that 
when. they have taken Pains to inſtruct them 
with: gobd. Principles, and given them good 
Examples, if they chance to be ſeduced. by 
lewd and vicious Company, it cauſes more 
Grief and Sorrow to them, than their Mo- 
thers had. in bringing them forth , the. La- 
bour and Aftiftion of the Mind much tran- 
ſcending the Pain and Travail of the Body. 
The Pain of the Body is but the Body of 
Pain; but the Sorrow of the Soul is the 
Soul of Sorrow. 
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nn writes of Dr. Gabriel Nele, 
that by the only motion of the Lips, 
without any Utterance, he underſtood al 
Men, perceived and read in every Man's 
Countenance what he meant, &c. But 
none can certainly know the Thoughts of 
Man, but God alone. It is his Reyalty' to 


know what is in Man, John ii. 25. 


In this World as real Chriſtians we are 
engaged in a ſpiritual Warfare, the Fleſh 
warring: againſt. the Spirit; ſometimes 
one prevails, ſometimes the other. But 
let us comfort. ourſelves ; we fight under 
Chriſt's Banner, He is the Captain of 
our Salvation: and therefore in ſuch a 
War we may joyfully hope to obtain 
Victory over the Luſts of the Fleſh, by 
the Aſſiſtance of God's gracious Spirit. 
Let us conſider then how blame- worthy 
thoſe are, who are ſo far from contending, 
that they willingly yield; and are ſo far 
from fighting in a good Cauſe, that they 
baſely deliver themſelves. up Prifoners 
without ſtriking one Stroke; ſo far from 
reſiſting, that they tempt Temptations to 
tempt them'; in this ſupplying the Place 


of the great Tempter the Devil, until they 
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are juſtly given over to a reprobate Senſe, 
ſinning with [Delight and Greedineſs, 


drinking Iniquity like Water, and living 
and dying with obdurate Hearts and 


ſeared Conſciences. From Which ſad 


3 good Lord * us. 


1. have read that a Froje of Queen E- 
ade killed Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, the 
Lord Chancellor of England. What they 
will the Frowns of the King of Nations do? 
If tbe Rocks rent, the Mountains melt, and 
the Foundations. of the Earth tremble under 
his Mrath. Hod will the ungodly Sinner 


appear when be comes in all his royal Gibry, 


to take Vengeance on all that knew him not, 
and that obeyed not bis glorious Goſpel, 


| Linacer, when he had heard: aur Sa- 


viour's Sermon upon the Mount, ſaid, 
Either this is not Goſpel, or we are not 


Chriſtians. Our Saviour aſked who 


touched him when the Multitude preſſed 
about him : Many throng about Chriſt 
in Profeſſion, pw a fon of Godlineſs 
but few. touch him to draw any Virtue 
from him, and power of Godlineſs. 
Many bear the Name of Chriftians, to 

wr: Judgment and Condemnation, not 
to 
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as the Jews Fable, that Og the King of 


ple. 


ed, that in a certain Iſland to the ſouth- 


which the Trees ſtood, had been the ſtar- 
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to their Salvation and Remedy, to whom 
we may ſay, as Alexander did to a Sol- 
dier, who was called Alexander by his 
name, but played the Coward often, 
either fight better, either live better, 
or elſe preſume not to uſurp the glorious 
Name: many fly to that of the Jews, 
The Temple of the Lord] The Temple of the 
Lord ! and think to take Sanctuary, and 


fave themſelves there from all Danger ; 


Baſban eſcaped the Flood by riding a- 
{tride on the Ark without; tho' they ne- 
ver enter, as if they thought with Martius 
that they could not poſſibly be condemn- 
ed within ſight of the Capitol, the Tem- 


In the hiſtory of the World, encom- 
paſſed by Sir Francis Drake, it is record- 


ward of Celebes, among the Trees, Night 
after Night did repreſent themſelves 
an infinite number of ſeeming fiery 
Worms flying in the Air whoſe Bodies 
were not larger than a common Fly, ma- 
king a ſhew and giving ſuch a light as if 
every I'wig on each Tree had been a 
lighted Candle, or as if that ſpot, upon 
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ry Sphere. This was but an Appearance; 
no more is that of Hypocrites, who put on 
the outward appearance of Religion ; but 
whoſe Hearts are full of Evil, having only 
the form of Godlineſs, but Strangers to the 
Power of it. 


Anaxagoras being aſked whether he ca- 
red not for his Country, with the Ruin 
whereof he ſeemed to be little moved; 
yes, ſaid he, there is none of you that 
cares more than I do for my Country, 
pointing with his Finger up to Heaven, 
as though Heaven was his Country : and 
ſo it is with a Chriſtian indeed: for if the 
Propoſition of the Philoſopher be true, 
that is our Country where we have the 
beſt Fare and Entertainment, then his 


Concluſion is infallible, therefore Hea- 


ven is my Country, without which I can- 
not live well, for there is a Plenty of all 
good Things. Let then the Philoſopher 


comfort himſelf that he was not baniſhed 


(though out of his Country) and that he 
was not confined to any Place, like a 
Snail to her Shell, becauſe he was a free 
Denizen, and a Citizen of the World; 
the Chriſtian is not aſhamed to confeſs 


the whole World's Liberty to be but a 


Baniſhment to him, who is but a Pil- 
grim 


CT wo 
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grim in a ſtrange Land here, becauſe he 
is a free Denizen, and Citizen of Hea- 
ven. N 

He ſtays in the World, as in ſome 


more free and noble Priſon, where you 


muſt pardon him if he cannot be in love 


with his Fetters, tho' perhaps of Gold. 


He is in the Body as a Child in the 
Womb, in a walking Sepulchre, his De- 
livery from thence ſhall be his Nativity, 
trom whence he means to begin the Ac- 


count of the Term of his Life: To live 
with God is the only Life; to reign with 


Chriſt, the only Liberty, according ta 
that of Seon, Now letteſt thy Servant de- 
Part, ſo that the Body is as the Bridewell 
and Priſon of our Life, as Baſil interprets 
it, this 1s that he ſighs and breaths after, 
Woe is me that I am conſtrained to dwell in 
Meſhech : I defire to be diſſolved and be 
with Chriſt, Come Lord Feſus, come 
quickly: How long Lord? Chriſt was 


born in an Inn, to teach him to make 


the World but a Thoroughfare, where if 
he takes his Reſt, yet he muſt not ſet up 
his Reſt. | 


Let no Man fay, faith Auſtin, what 
Ladders or Engines ſhall I climb up to 
Heaven by? thou aſcendeſt by Love, 

ä K 2 ſtand- 
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ſtanding on Earth, thou art in Heaven 
it thy Love be placed upon God. 
It is reported of Andrew the Apo- 
ſtle, that being taxed by ſome of the 
Heathens that he did not love their Gods; 
he replied, Let me ſee whether your Gods 
can make ſuch a Heaven, and fuch an 
Earth, and do as much for me as God 


hath done. J/ben temporal Things begiu - 


to ſteal away our Love, we ſhould conſider 
whether they do, or can ſo much deſerve our 
Love as heavenly Things ; if not, wwe ſhould 
reſerve our Love for the Things that are 
moſt worthy of it; we ſhould gather up theſe 
ſcattered pieces of love diſperſed amongſt ſo 
many ſeveral Things, and place all upon 


| Heaven and heavenly Things. 


Let no Man ſay, who ſhall give me E- 
hias's Chariot, in which I may mount up 


to Heaven, here needs no change of 


Place, but a change of Mind, which 


may lift itſelf up to Heaven, while the 
Body lies upon the Earth, as Abraham 
went into the Mount, while the Servants 
and Aſſes ſtaid below in the Valley. 


It was a common Saying at Conſtanti- 


| xcpic, That it was better the Sun ſhould 
not ſhine, than that Chry/oſtom ſhould not 


preach. 


I have. 
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J have read of one that ſaid, If he 
ſhould meet a Preacher and an Angel to- 
gether, he would firſt ſalute the Preacher, 
and then the Angel afterward. F you do 
not give the faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel 
honourable Countenance, Jews, Turks, Pa- 
piſts and Pagans, will in the great Day 
of Account riſe up againſt you, and condemn 
you. The Grecians uſed to give far greater 
Reſpect and Honour to their Philoſophers 
than to their Orators, becauſe that their 
Orators did only teach them to ſpeak 
well, but their Philoſophers did teach 
them to live well. What Honour then 
is due to them that do teach you to ſpeak 
well, and to live well; how to be happy 
here, and how to be bleſſed hereafter. 


A Dutch Martyr, who calling to the 
Judge that had ſentenced him to the Fire, 
deſired him to lay his Hand upon his 
Heart; and then aſked him whoſe Heart, 
did moſt beat, his or the Judges? Ma- 
ny of the Martyrs went with as good 
Courage to die as to dine. Cromwel going 
to his Death, eat an hearty Breakfaſt. 
Ridley called it his Wedding-day. And 
another, claſping the Stake he was burn- 
ed at, ſaid, Welcome thou ſweet Croſs 

of Chriſt. = 
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Socrates and Theodoret tell us of one 
Theodorus, a Martyr, put to extream 
Torments by Julian the Apoſtate, and 
diſmiſſed again by him, when he ſaw 
him unconquerable. Ruffinus tells us, 
that he met with this Martyr a long time 
5 after this Trial, and aſked him, Whether 
a the Pain he felt was not unſufferable ? 
Nele anſwered, That at firſt it was ſomewhat 
I . grievous: but after a while, there ſeem- 
ed to ſtand by him a young Man in 
| ©* white, who, with a ſoft and comfortable 
Handkerchief, wiped off the Sweat of 
| his Body (which through extream Pain 
and Anguiſh was little leſs than Blood) 
| _ and bad him, Be of good Cheer. Inſo- 
much as that it was rather a Puniſhment 
than a Pleaſure to him to be taken off 
: the Rack. When the Tormentors had 
= done, the Angel was gone. 

In the Day of thy preſent Greatneſs, 
forget not thy former Meanneſs. Hum- 
ble Jacob, in the day of his Proſperity 
remembers his former Poverty; With 

my Staff I paſſed over Jordan, and now ! 
am become two' Bands. And fo David in 
his Proſperity remembered that his Sheep- 
hook was changed into a Sceptre, and 
his ſeat of Turf into a royal 'Throne. 


And 
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And when Joſeph was a royal Favourite, 
he remembered that he had been an im- 
priſoned Slave. CE 

Primiſlaus, the firſt King of Bohemia, 
kept his Country Shoes always by him, 


to remember from whence he was rai- 


ſed. | | 
Agathocles, by the furniture of his Ta- 


ble, confeſt that from a Potter he was 


raiſed to be a King of Szciy. 


It was a prudent Speech of that Indian 
King Taxiles, to the invading Alexander; 
What ſhould we need (ſaid he) to fight 
and make War one with another, if thou 
comeſt not to take away our Water and 
our Neceſſaries by which we muſt live: 
as for other Goods, if I be richer than 
thou, I am ready to give thee of mine ; 
And if I have leſs, I will not- think ſcorn 
to thank thee if thou wilt give me ſome 
of thine. Proud Abſalom cannot be con- 


tent to be the King's Son, unleſs be may have 


the Crown preſently from his Father's Head. 
Cæſar can abide no Superior, nor Pompey 
an equal, A proud Man is content ' with 
nothing, Ss: 

A Crown could not content Ahab, but 
he muſt have Naboth's Vineyard, though 
he ſwim to it in Blood. Diogenes had 

more 
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more Content with his Tub to ſhelter him 
from the Injuries of the Weather, and 
with his Wooden Diſh to eat and Drink 
in, than Alexander had with the Conqueſt 
of half the World; and the Fruition of 


all the Treaſures, Pleaſures and Glories 
of Ala. = 


A Painter being blamed by a Cardinal 
for putting too much red upon the Viſa- 
ges of Peter and Paul, ſmartly replied. 
That he painted them ſo, as bluſhing at 
the Lives of thoſe Men who ſtiled them- 
ſelves their Succeſſors. How do the lewd 
and wicked Lives of many that are called 
and accounted Miniſters and Chriſtian 
Profeſſors make others to bluſh. 


After that Socrates was put to Death 


at Athens, Ariſtophanes rehearſed a Tra. 
gedy of his concerning Palamedes who had 


been executed by the Grecians long before 
at the ſiege of Troy, in which Tragedy 
were theſe Verſes, . 


Le have ſlain, ye have flain of Greeks the 


very beſt, 
hat never any did infeſt. 


At 
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petty Advocates which the Papiſts adore. 


while he was ſacrificing, and while he 


vice, he did not ſtir to put off the Fire 
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At the hearing whereof the People were 
ſo moved, that they preſently fell upon 
the Authors of Secrates's Death, and drew 
them forth to Puniſhment, Oh that we 
could be as nimble to apprehend and be aven- 
ged of our Sins, who put Chriſt to Death who 
was without Sin, who never did any hurt 
but good all his Days. 


Contemno minutulos iſtos Deos modo Jo- 
dem habeam propitium, ſaid a Heathen Man; 
I contemn and deſpiſe all thoſe petty 
Gods, ſo Fupiter be my Friend. So 
Chrift (ſaith the heavenly Man) be my 
Mediator and Interceſſor, I care not for the 


Valerius Maximus tells us of a young 
Nobleman that attended on Alexander 


held the Cenſer for Incence, there fell a 
Coal upon his Fleſh, and burnt it fo as 
the very ſcent of it was in the Noſtrils of 
all that were about him ; and yet becauſe 
he would not diſturb Alexander in his Ser- 


from him, but held ſtill his Cenſer. 
What Care ſhould we take then that we 
may 


i ( II 8 ) 

% 

3 may attend upon the true and living God 
q without Diſturbance ? | 


Antiſthenes deſired of his Gods nothing 
in this World to make his Life happy, 
but the Spirit of Socrates, that was, Con- 
tentment to be able to bear any Wrong or 
Injury, and to continue in a quiet Tem- 
per of Spirit what ever befel him. Ob if 
Chriſtians had but the Spirit, I will not ſay 
of Socrates, - but of Chrif Feſus ! bow 
happy might they be in all Conditions. 
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Marcus Curio, ſitting at home at Din- 
ner on a diſh of Turnips, ſome of 
Rome's Adverſaries ſent him many Bribes 
and promiſes of great Rewards, to have 
made him unfaithful to his Country ; ; bur 
ſaid he, That Man that can be;contented 

with ſuch Fare as I have, will not be 
tempted by your Rewards. Could we be 
content with a little, the Temptations of much 
would not much tempt us. 


One ſaying to a Philoſopher, Couldſt 
thou but pleaſe Diomſius, thou needs not 
eat Herbs and Roots; the Philoſopher 
anſwered, Could'ſt thou but eat Herbs 
and Roots thou needeſt not to pleaſe Dio- 


mvfins, 
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nyſius. To the humble-minded, Temptations 
of greatneſs are no great Temptations. 


It was a good Speech of an Emperor, 
You (ſaid he) gaze on my purple Robe 
and golden Crown ; but did you know 
what Cares are under it, you would not 
take it up from the Ground to have it. 
It was a true Saying of Auguſtine on the 
26th Pſalm, Many are miſerable by lo- 
ving hurtful Things, but they are more 
miſerable by having them. 77 is not what 
Men enjoy, but the Principle from whence it 
comes, that makes men happy. 


It is hard to be chearful without Levi- 
ty, or ſerious without Melancholy; we 
verge to extreams ; Inconveniences and 
Snares attend all Conſtitutions and Com- 
plexions (and like Syllogiſms, ſequimor de- 
teriorem partem;) Chearfulneſs is moſt 
like to do the Body good and the Soul 
hurt, and Seriouſneſs is molt like to. do 
the Soul good and the Body hurt, if we 
take not heed; that therefore Soul 
and Body may receive good, and no hurt, 
let us be chearfully ſerious, and ſeriouſ- 
ly chearful ; while Chearfulneſs is the 
Sail, let Seriouſneſs be the Ballaſt of the 
Veſſel ; if we want Ballaſt, we may move 

| | tov 
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I ( 129 } 
too ſwiftly; if we want ſail, we ſhall move 
too ſlowly. 


It appears ſtrange to me that wicked 
worldly Men ſhould be accounted wile, 
when as in the Matters of greateſt Impor- 
tance they are ſo careleſs and remiſs, even 
in the Salvation of their Souls. For all 
wiſe Men in difficult Cafes will do that 
which is ſafeſt. Now to live as belie- 
ving there is a God, and truly to fear 
and ſerve him, is certainly moſt ſecure. 
For though there be many Arguments, 
beſides the Conviction of every Man's 
Conſcience, to prove there is a God; 


yet no Man can demonſtrate the Contra- 
ry, that's impoſſible : and if there were 


none, no Perſon would repent after Death, 


that he in his Life-time believed there was 


one; but diſ-believing the Deity in his 
Life, he may by that God, whoſe Eſ- 
ſence he durſt ſo impudently deny, be 
puniſhed in Hell eternally. 


It is ſafeſt and beſt for us to believe as 
God in his Word has revealed to us, and 
not be guilty of carnal Arguings : as not 
to think it reaſonable that Man ſhould 
be puniſhed infinitely for finite ſinning ; 
or to ſeem to incline to Origen's Opi- 

| nion, 
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nion, (which moſt would be willing to 


embrace, if there were any religious 
Ground for it) That all Men at the laſt 


Day ſhall be ſaved, even the very De- 
vils themſelves. But thus conſider, In 
this World the wiſeſt Men know but in 
part; in the next World the Miſt will be 
taken from our Eyes, and we fhall ſee 
clearly. The molt ignorant Perſods here 
ſhall know more in the other World than 
the wiſeſt Man upon Earth: But here it 
is our Duty to acquieſce in what we ſup- 
poſe is God's Will we ſhould believe or 
practiſe; His Will is the higheſt Reaſon, 
and ought to be eſteemed ſo by us. 


Henry the ſecond, hearing Meutz his 
chief City to be taken, uſed this blaſ- 
phemous Speech, I ſhall never (ſaith he) 
love God any more, that ſuffered a City 


ſo dear to me to be taken from me. 


Let us conſider why ſo many of us ſo 


often miſcarry in the Deſigns and Ac- 


tions of this Life, even when we have 
moſt Confidence and Afﬀurance. The 


Reaſon is very obvious : We place too 


mueh Truft in ſecondary Cauſes, and in 
the Son of Man, whoſe Breath is in his 


Noſtrils; but in the beginning of every 


L Enter- 
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Enterprize neglect to implore the Divine 
Aſſiſtance, and wholly to rely upon his 


Wildom with an humble and dutiful ac- 


quieſcence in his Will, whether he ſhall 
_— to blaſt our Purpoſes, or to pro- 
{per the Action, God knowing what is 
better for us than we do ourſelves. If we 
do ſo, we are ſure our Deſigns and En- 
deavours will be ſucceſsful, or we ſhall 


have as much reaſon to be ſatisfied as if 


they were, being free from all repining, 
murmuring Thoughts, becauſe we ſub- 
mit to his Providence, who is the ſole 
Diſpoſer of all Perſons, Actions and 

Times, which is the happy Privilege as 
| well as Duty of a Chriſtian, 


Amide, a Nobleman of great Emi- 
nency in the King of Per/ia's Court, that, 
becauſe when he was preſſed to it, he, 
with a brave Chriſtian Courage, denied 
to. deny Chriſt, he was therefore degra- 
ded of all his Honours, ſtriped of his 
lordly rich Habit, cloathed with baſe 
ſordid R and ſo caſt out to keep Ca- 
mels. 4 a long ſpace of Time, the 


King, ſeeing him in that ſad flaviſh Con- 
dition took Pity on him, commanded 
that he. ſhould be brought into * Pa- 

ace, 
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lace, and clad in Garments ſuitable to 


his former Dignity ; and then he was a- 


gain importunate with him to deny 
Chriſt: at which he tore his Silken 
Cloaths, ſaying, If for theſe ſimple 


Things you think to have me deny my 


Saviour, away with them, I will have 


none of them. Thus ſhould every Chri- 
flian reſolve lo perſevere in the Faith of 
Chriſt, counting all Things but Droſs and 
Duns in compariſon of bim, ſacrificing and 
throwing over-board all the rich Braveries 
of the World, rather than, by a baſe ſinfu! 
denial of his Saviour, lo mare fopurecr of 
*r eng 
Srus in a great Expedition againſt his 
Enemies, the better to encourage his 
Soldiers to fight, in- an Oration that he 
made at the head of his Army, promiſed 
upon the Victory, to make every Foot- 
ſoldier a Horſe- man, and evety Hbrſe- 
man a Commander, and that no Officer 
that did valiantly ſhould be untewarded : 
But what are Cyrus's Rewards to the Re- 
wards that Chriſt our General promiſes to 
his? To him that overcometh, will I 
grant to fit with me in my Throne, even 
L 2 as 


( 324 
| as I alfo overcame, and am ſet down 
with my Father in his Throne, Rev. iii. 


. | 


It is ſaid of Araunab, that noble Jebu- 
fite, renowned for his Bounty, that he 
had but a Subject's Purſe, yet a King's 
Heart ; but Jeſus Chriſt hath a King's 
Purſe as well as a King's Heart, and ac- 
cordingly he gives. £ 

And as Chriſt's Rewards are the great- 


eſt Rewards, ſo his Rewards are the ſu- 


reſt Rewards; he is faithful that hath pro- 
miſed, 1 Theſ. v. 24. 

Antiochus promiſed often but ſeldom 
gave (upon which he was called in a way 
of Deriſion, a great Promiſer) but Jeſus 


Chriſt never made any Promiſe, but he 


hath or will perform it. 
Chriſt doth not meaſure his Gifts by 
our Petitions, but by his own Riches 


" 
- 


Valerian the Roman Emperor uſed to 
ſay, Not bitter but flattering Words do 
all the Miſchief. 

When Alexander the great was hit with 
an Arrow in the ſiege of an Indian wr 
which 
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which would not heal, he ſaid to his Pa- 
raſites, You ſay that I am Jupiter's Son, 
but this Wound cries that I am but a 
Man. 

Leo the Emperor uſed to ſay, A cloſe 
Enemy is far worſe than an open. When 
a court Paraſite praiſed &giſmund the Em- 
peror above meaſure, the Emperor gave 
him a box on the Ear. 

When Ariſtobulus the Hiſtorian pre- 
ſented to Alexander the great, a Book that 
he had written of his glorious Acts, 
wherein he had flatteringly made him 
greater than he was; Alexander, after he 
had read the Book, threw it into the Ri- 
ver Hydaſpes, and ſaid to the Author,.. It 
were a good Deed to throw thee after 
it 

When the Flatterers flattered Antigo- 
nus, he cried out, Thou lieſt, thou lieſt 
in thy Throat, theſe Virtues that thou 
ſpeakeſt of, I have not in me; but I am 
like a Leopard that hath ten black Spots 
to one White, 

. Auguſtus Ceſar and Tiberius Ceſar were 
deadly Enemies. to Flatterers, inſomuch 
that they would not be called Lords by 
their own Children. 
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il  —Flatterers are the greateſt Cheats, the 
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— A good Symbol is attributed to Trebs- 
ntanus Gallus, viz. No Flatterer can be a 
true Friend. / 

The Flatterers told Cæſar that his 
Freckles in his Face were like the Stars in 
the Firmament; they bought and ſold 
Aurelius the Emperor at Pleaſure. And 
Auguſtus complained, when Varrus was 
dead, that he had none now left that would 

deal plainly and faithfully with him. 


It is reported of one Oramazes, that he 


had an inchanted Egg, in which (as he 
boaſted himſelf) he had incloſed all the 


Happineſs of the World ; but being bro- 


ken, nothing was found in it but Wind. 


greateſt Deceivers in the World. 

They fay of the Crocodile, that when 
he hath killed a Man, he will weep over 
him, as if he were ſorry, and did __ 
tor what he had done. 

— Anaſtatius the Emperor's Motto was, 
Smooth Talk proves often ſweet Poiſon. 
Flattery i is the very ſpring and mother of 
all Impiety, it blows the Trumpet, and 
draws poor Souls into Rebellion againſt 


God, as Sheba drew Iſrael to rebel againſt 


David; it put our firſt Parents upon taſt- 
ing 
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ing the forbidden Fruit; it put Mſalom 


upon dethroning his Father; it put Ha- 
nan upon plotting the ruin of the Jes; 


it put Corab, Dathan, and Abiram upon 


rebelling againſt Moſes; it makes Men 


call Evil Good, and Good Evil; Dark- 
neſs Light, and Light Darkneſs, Sc. 
It puts Perſons upon neglecting the 
means of Grace, and upon contemning 


the means of Grace; it puts Men upon 


abaſing God, ſlighting Chriſt, and vex- 
ing the Spirit ; it unmans Man, it makes 


him call black white, and white black ; 


it makes a Man change Pearls for Peb- 


bles, and Gold for Counters ; it makes 


a Man judge himſelf wiſe, when he is 
fooliſh ; knowing, when he is ignorant ; 
holy, when he is prophane ; free, when 
he is a Priſoner ; rich, when he is poor; 
high, when he is low; full, when he is 
empty; happy, when he is miſerable. 


From Flattery of all kinds, good Lord deli- 


ver as/ | 


George, Duke of Saxony, was heard to 
ſay, Though J am not ignorant that Here- 
ſies and Abuſes are crept into the Church: 
yet I will never obey the Goſpel that Lu- 
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ther preacheth. . For hatred to the Man, 
he would not hearkgn to the Truth he taught. 
This is to have the faith of Chriſt in _ 
of Perſons. 


Edward the third, hook the King of 


France Priſoner here in England, and feaſt- 


ing him one time moſt ſumptuouſly, preſ- 
ſed him to be merry, the French King 
anſwered, How can we ſing Songs in a 


ſtrange Land? A real Chriſtian is in great 


Heavineſs while Chriſt abſents himſelf, and 


never heartily merry, until he lift up the 


light of his Countenance upon him. 


T hy ſhining Grace can cheer 
This Dungeon where I dell; 
is Paradiſe when thou art here, 
If thou depart, 'tis Hell. 


The ſmilings of thy Face, 
Hero amiable they are 

Tis Heav'n to reſt in thine Embrace. 
And no where elſe but there, Wa 15 


Demonicus being aſked at what Time 


he began to be a Philoſopher : Anſwered, 
When I began to know myſelf, So 4 
| Man 


( 129 ) : 
Man never begins to be a Chriſtian, till he 
begins to know himſelf. And indeed for Aa 
Man to be acquainted with himſelf, is one 1 
of the hardeſt Works in the World. For 'N 
as the Eye can ſee all Things but itſelf, ſo 
moſt can diſcern all Faults but their own. 
Henry the fourth, Emperor of Germany, 
his uſual Speech was, Many know much, 
but few know themſelves. Rs 
The very Heathens did admire that 
Saying as an Oracle, Know, and be ac- if 
quainted with thy ownſelf. The main | 
Exhortation of Chilo, one of the ſeven 1 
Sages, was, Know thyſelf. And Plato 
recordeth that this ſaying of Chylo, Know 
—_— was ey in letters = Gold 
upon the portal of Apollo's Temple. 
Þ evenal faith that this Saying, Know 
thyſelf, came from Heaven. Macrobius 
ſaith, That the Oracle of Apollo being 
demanded what courſe ſhould be taken for 
attaining to Felicity, anſwered, Only teach 
a Man to know himſelf, . 
Thus both Divinity and Philoſophy do 


2 agree in this, that the beſt and ſureſt way \ 
. to true Felicity, is to know ourſelves, = 
: The knowledge of Chriſt, is the be- — 


ginning of eternal Life, it is the way to 
eternal 


(2130) 
eternal Lite, it is a taſte of eternal Life, 
it is a ſure Pledge to the Soul of eternal 
Late f g 
The Spaniards ſay of Azuinas, that he 
that knows not him, knows not any 
thing ; but he that knows him, knows 
all Things. He that knows Jeſus Chriſt, 


not notionaliy only, but practically; not ap- 


prebenſively only, but effectively; he knows 
all Things that may make him happy : But he 
that knows not Feſus Chriſt, knows nothing 
that will ſtand him in ſtead when he ſhall lie 
upon a dying Bed, and ſtaud before the Judg + 
ment=ſcat of Chriſt. 

The Sun is not more neceſſary to the 
World, the Eye to the Body, the Pilot 


to the Ship, the General to the Army, 


&c. than the knowledge of Chriſt is ne- 
ceſſary for all thoſe that would be happy 
here and hereafter, 

Maſter Fox was much delighted in 
that ſeeming Paradox, that his Graces 
did him moſt hurt, and his Sins moſt 
good. The ſight of his black Feet was 
a means to keep down the ſpreading of 
his white Plumes, whereas the continual 


thought of his Graces might have blow- | 


ed up his Heart with windy Pride above 
| other 
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other Men. The ſubtle Serpent knows 
how to caſt his Poiſon upon our beſt Ac- 
tions; to make good Hezekiah ſwell with 
oſtentation of his Treaſures. This Poi- 
ſon is that which diſtempers the eye of 
our Judgment, and makes us account 
that Pride in ſome, which we would e- 
ſteem ornaments of Grace in our own. 
Hearts; the Eye, infected with a falſe 
Colour, will ſoon misjudge all Things 
like herſelf. A proud Eye will acknow- 
ledge no Man humble. Humility would 
be the beſt Glue to join the hearts of Mi- 
niſters and People in the neareſt union 
of Concord and Affection. When Epi- 
pbanius and Cbryſaſtome yield too much 
unto a Self- opinion, they may ſoon fall 
into ſharp Contentions. Let Ahipbanius 
never come into his own Country, and 
let not CHhryſoſtome die a Biſhop, were the 
breathings of a ſecret Pride. The Devil 
hath wrought miſchief in the Church, by 
nothing more than by ſowing the tares of 
diſſenting Pride amongſt Chriſtians. Some 
have obſerved that no leſs than four- ſcore 
and eight kinds of Hereſies aroſe in the 
Church in the firſt four hundred Years 
after Chriſt ; they all ſprung from an am- 
bitious deſire after the chair of gs | 
| an 


| ( 132 ) 
and the Authors ſelf-pleaſing Pride in 
the conceits of their own Brains. The 
Pſalmiſt tells us, the Humble are thoſe 
whom God will teach his Ways. We 
know the deſcending into the loweſt Pits 
and deepeſt Wells, is the ready way to 
ſee thoſe Stars at Noon-day, which others 
above us cannot behold ; when we keep 
In the low vault of Humility, we may 
diſcover - thoſe ſtars of divine Truths 
which others higher than ourſelves cannot 
ſo well diſcern when their Eyes are ſwel- 
led with Pride. fo 


Cajus Nearius Viftorius, who was an 
old Man three hundredYears after the Apo- 

* ftle's time, and had been a Pagan all his 
Days, in his old Age he enquired after 
Chriſt, and ſaid he would be a Chriſtian, 
Simplicianus hearing him ſay ſo, would 
not believe him, but when the Church 
ſaw a work of Grace indeed upon him, 
there was ſhouting and dancing for Glad- 
neſs, and Pſalms were ſung in every 
Church, Cajus Nearius Viftorins is become 
a Chriftian : And this was written for a 
Wonder, that he in his old Age, and in 
his grey Hairs, ſhould become a Chri- 


Aretius 


( 133 ) 
Alrelius alſo ſpeaks of a certain Man in 
his time; it is no feigned Story, ſaith he, 
for I ſaw the Man with my own Eyes: 
He was one that had been a moſt vile and 
_ deſperate Sinner, a Drunkard, a Swearer, 
a Gameſter, and ſo he continued to his 
grey Hairs ; but at laſt it pleaſed God to 
{et his Sins in order before him, and the 
Man was fo troubled in Conſcience, that 
| he threw himſelf down upon the Ground, 
calling upon Satan to take him away : 
Whereupon (ſaith Aretius) Prayer was 
made for him, Chriſtians faſted and pray- 
ed, they prayed Night and Day ; and it 
i pleaſed God at laſt, that this poor aged 
_ Sinner was converted, lived a god- 
3 ly Life afterwards, and died comfor- 
r _ tably. | 
a Therefore let not the grey- headed Sinner 
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d deſpair, ih his Spring be paſt, his Summer 
h over, and he arrived at the Fall of the 
„ Leaf. The Lord your God is gra- 
* cious and merciful, and will not turn a- 


y way his Face from you, if you return un- 
le to him. | 555 
a 


n The New FJeruſalem hath twelve Gates, 
3 to ſhew that there is every way Acceſs 
5 for all ſorts and ranks of Sinners, to come 
1s Th M to 
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to Chriſt. He was born in an Inn, to 


ſhew that he receives all Comers, young 
and old, poor and rich, Cc. 


In the Iſland of Sz. 7. bemas, on the 
Backſide of Africa, in the Midſt of it is 
a Hill, over that a continual Cloud, 
wherewith the whole Iſland is watered. 
Such a Cloud is Chriſt to his Church, be 
Waters it with his divine Grace, that it 
may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. 1 
the Lord do keep it, I will water it eve- 
ry Moment, leſt any hurt it, I will keep 
it Night and Day, J. xxvii. 3. 


Pompeja Paulina, a Roman Lady of 
Youth and Beauty, deſcended of the moſt 
noble Families wg Rome, fell in love with 
Seneca for the Excellency of his Doctrine, 
and the Gravity and Purity of his Man- 
ners. They married, and lived great 
Examples together to beth their Sexes. 
So great was her Value for her Huſband, 
and ſo little did ſhe care to live when he 
was to die, that ſhe choſe to be the Com- 
panion of his Death, as ſhe had been of 
his Life : And her Veins were cut as well 


' as his, whilſt ſhe was the Auditor of his 


excellent Diſcourſes : But Nero hearing of 
| it, 


( x38) 


it, and fearing leſt Paulina's Neath might 


bring him great Reproach, becauſe of her 
noble Alliance in Rome, ſent with all haſte 


to have her Wounds cloſed, and, if it 
were poſſible, to ſave her Life: Which 


though, as one half dead, was done, and 
ſhe againft her Will lived; but always 


with a pale Hue and wan Complexion of 


Face, to tell how much of her Life was 
gone with Seneca her deareſt Friend, Phi- 
loſoper and Huſband. 


Jam in Ecſtaſy (ſaith / Mirendula) 
to think how prophane Men rail upon 


thoſe now, whom one Day they will 
wiſh they had imitated. It was excellent 


Counſel that the Heathen Orator gave his 
Hearers, Let us live, as thoſe that muſt 
give an Account of all at laſt, 


When Demoſthenes was reproached by 


one, I will not, ſaith he, ſtrive with 


thee in this kind of Fight, in which he 


that is overcome is the better Man. 


When one came and reproached Xene- 
phon, ſays he, You have learned how to 
reproach, and I have learned how to bear 


Reproach. 
„„ M 2 And 
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And Afriſtipus, the Philoſopher, ſaid, 
You are fit to caſt Reproaches, and I am 
ht to bear them. 


Demochares, an Athenian Orator, was 
ſent to King Philip as an Embaſſador, 
Philip aſked him how he migiit pleaſure 
the Athenians; Even thus, faith he, Go 
and hang yourſelf. The Prince patient- 
ly ſent him home again, and bid him aſk 
the Athenians, Who was the moſt noble, 
the patient Hearer, or Venter of ſuch 
unſeemly Language? 


When one wondred at the Patience of 
Socrates, towards one who reproached and 
reviled him; if we ſhould meet one, 
ſaith he, whoſe Body were more unſound 
than ours, ſhould we be angry with him, 
and not rather pity him ? Why then 

ſhould we not do the like to him, whoſz 
Soul is more diſcaſed than others? | 

Auguſtus Ceſar (in whole time Chriſt 
was born) bid Catullus, the railing Poet, 
to Supper, to ſhew that he had forgiven 
him. . ER 
- It is a noob Example. that we find 
of Pericles, who, as he was ſitting with 
others in a great Aſſembly, a . foul- 
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mouthed Fellow bitterly reproached him, 
and railed all the Day long upon him, 
and at Night, when it was dark, and 
the Aſſembly broke up, the Fellow fol- 
lowed him and rated at him even to his 
Door, and he took no Notice of him ; 
this is all he ſaid, Friend, it is dark; I 
pray let my Man light you home./ | 
Foſepbus reports of that Herod that is 
made mention of in Ads xii. 13. that 
when one Simon a Lawyer had grievouſly 
reproached and ſcandalized hun before 
the People, he ſent for him and cauſed 
him to ſet down next to him, and in a 
kind manner he ſpoke thus to him, Tell 
me, I pray thee, what thing thou ſeeſt 
fault-worthy, or contrary to the Law in 
me? Simon, not having any thing to an- 
{wer, beſought him to pardon him, which 
the King did, was Friends with him, diſ- 
miſſed him, and beſtowed Gitts on him. 
Ptclomy, Son of Lagus, being reproach- 
ed for his mean Original, and his Friends 
angry that he did not reſent it; we 
ought, ſays he, to bear Reproaches pa- 
tiently. 

St. Paul rejoiced in his ſuffering Re- 
proaches for Chriſt's ſake. Therefore, 
faith he, I take pleaſure in Infirmities, in 
3 | M 3 Rey 
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Repreaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutions, 
tz Diſtreſſes fer Chriſt's ſake, for when I 
em weak, then am 1 ſtrong, 2 Cor. x. 12. 
If ye be reproacked for the Name of Chriſt, 
happy are ye; for the Spirit of Glory and of 
Cod reſteth upon you, 1 Pet. iv. 14. 


There is a remarkable Story of a King 
that wept, which, when his Brother ſaw, 
he aſked him why he was ſo penfive ? 
Hecauſe, ſaith he, I have judged others, and 
now I muſt be judged myſelf : And why, 
faith his Brother, do you ſo take on for 
this, it may perhaps be a long time ere 
that Day come, and beſides that is but a 
ſlight matter. The King ſaid little to it 
tor the preſent. Now it was a Cul- 
tom in that Country, when any had com- 
mitted Treaſon, there was a Trumpet 
ſounded at his Door in the Nighr time, 
and he was next Day brought out to be 
executed ; now the King commanded a 
Trumpet to be. ſounded at his Brother's 
Door in the Night-time, who, awaken- 
ing out of his Sleep when he heard it, 
aroſe, and came quaking and trembling 
to the King: How now, ſaid the King? 
what's the matter you are ſo affrighted ? 

I am, ſaid he, accuſed of Treaſon, and 
8 next 
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| next Morning I ſhall be executed. Why; 


ſaith the King to him again, are you ſo 
troubled at that ; knowing that you ſhall 
be judged by your Brother, and for a 
matter that your Conſcience. tells you, 
you are clear of? How much more 
therefore may I be afraid, ſecing that 
God ſhall judge me, and not in a matter 
that my Conſcience frees me of, but of 


that whereof I am guilty ? and beſides 
this, if the worſt come, it is but a tem- 


porary Death you ſhall die, but Iam liable 
to Death eternal, both of the Body and 


Soul. 


The Egyptians drew the Picture of 
Time with three Heads ; the firſt of a 
greedy Wolf gaping for Time paſt ; be- 
cauſe it hath ravenouſly . devoured the 
Memory of ſo many Things paſt recal- 


ling. The ſecond, of a crowned Lion 


roaring for Time preſent, becauſe it hath 
the Principality of all Actions, for which 
it calls loud. The third, of a deceitful 


Dog, fawning for Time to come, be- 


cauſe it feeds ſome Men with many flat- 
tering Hopes, to their eternal Undoing : 
As you would give up your Accounts at 
the laſt Day with Joy. concerning _— 
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lent of Time, with which God hath truſt- 
ed you, conſider in what Manner you 
can beſt improve it while it is preſent. 


It was a Cuſtom of old, when any 
were baptized, for the Minifter to deliver a 
white Garment to be put on, ſaying, 
Take thou this white Veſtment, and ſee 
thou bring it forth without Spot at the 
Judgment-ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt z; where- 
upon one Maritta baptizing one Elpido- 
Phorus, who, when he was grown up, 
proved a prophane Wretch, he brings 
forth the white Garment, and holding it 
up, ſhakes it againſt him, ſaying, This 
Linen Garment, Zlpidopherus, ſhall ac- 
cuſe thee at the Coming of Chriſt, which 
I have kept by me as a Witneſs of thy 
Apoſtaſy, 


Cyprian, in his Sermon de lagſis, repor- 
teth of divers, who, forſaking the Faith, 
were given over to evil Spirits, and died 
fearfully. All you that forſake the Lord, 
ſhall come to be aſhamed, and they that de- 

part from him fhall be written on the Earth, 
Jer. xvu. 13; to begin well, and not to 
proceed, is but to aſpire to a higher 
Pitch, that the Fall may be the more de- 
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ſperate. Back- ſliding is a wounding Sin. 
You read of no Armour for the Back, 
though you do for the Breaſt: He that is 
but ſeemingly good, will prove at laſt 
exccedingly bad. They wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being decerved. 

The Wolf, though he often diſſem- 
bles, and cloſely hides his Nature, yet he 


will, one time or other, ſhow himſelf to 
be a Wolf. | 


The Heathens looked upon the back 
parts of Pleaſure, and ſaw it going away 
from them, and leaving a Sting be- 
hind. 1 
Pleaſures paſs away as ſoon as they 
have wearied out the Body, and leave it 
as a Bunch of Grapes, whoſe Juice hath 


been preſſed out; which made one to ſay, 


I fee no greater Pleaſure in this World, 
than the Contempt of Pleaſure. 
Xerxes, being weary of all Pleaſures, 


promiſe: Rewards to the Inventors of 


new Pleaſures, which being invented, 
he nevertheleſs remained unſatisfied. The 
Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the Ear 
filled with hearing, Ecclel. i. 8. There is 
a Curie of Unſatiableneſs lies upon the 
Creature; Honours cannot ſatisfy the 
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ambitious Man, nor Riches the covetous 
Man, nor Pleaſures the - voluptuous 
Man; Men cannot take off the Wearineſs 
of one Pleaſure by another, for after a 
few evaporated Minutes are ſpent in Plea- 
ſures, the Body preſently fails the Mind, 
and the Mind the Deſire, and the Deſire 
the Satisfaction, and all the Man. 

— Pleaſures are Juno in the Purſuit, and 
but Clouds in the Enjoyment ; Pleaſure 
is a beautiful Harlot ſitting in her Cha- 
riot, whoſe four Wheels are Pride, Glut- 
tony, Luſt and Idleneſs ; the two Horſes 
are Proſperity and Abundance ; the two 
Drivers are Idleneſs and Security ; her 
Attendants and Followers are Guilt, 
Grief, late Repentance, (if any) and oft 
Death and Ruin ; many great Men, and 
many ſtrong Men, and many rich Men, 
and many hopeful Men, and many young 
Men have come to their Ends by her, but 
never any enjoyed full Satisfaction and 
Content in * | | 
Avoid this Harlot, and come not near 
the Door of her Houſe. Only to touch 
them, to taſte them, as Mitbridates uſed 
Poiſon; to fortify yourſelves againſt ca- 
ſual Extremities and Maladies, When 
Mr. Roger Aſcham aſked the Lady — 
5 ray 
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Gray how ſhe could loſe fach Paſtime, 
her Father with the Dutcheſs being a 
hunting in the Park ; ſmilingly anſwered, 
All Sport in the Park ts but a Shadow of 
that Pleaſure I find in this Book, having 
a good Book in her Hand. e 
Auguſtine before his Converſion, could 
not tell how to live without thoſe Plea- 
ſures which he delighted much in, but 
when his Nature was changed, and his 
Heart graciouſly turned to the Lord, O 
how ſweet, ſaith he, is it to be without 

| thoſe former ſweet Delights ! 


There are no Pleaſures ſo delighting, — 
ſo ſatisfying, ſo m— fo ingaging, 
| and fo abiding, as thoſe that ſpring from 
1 Union and Communion with God; as 
, thoſe that flow from a Senſe of Intereſt in 
4 God, and from an humble and a holy 
j Walking with God./ - | 
d Let the Thoughts of a crucified Chriſt 

(ſaid one) be never out of your Mind; 
r let them be Meat and Drink to you, let 
n KM them be your Sweetneſs and Conſolation, 
d your Deſire, your Reading, and your 
- Meditation, your Life, Death, and Re- 

ſurrection./ EY! 


48 | | Memo- 
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Memorable is that Story of Pyrrbias, 
a Merchant of Ithaca, who at Sea eſpy- 

ing an ancient Man a Captive in a Pi- 
rate's Ship, took Compaſſion on him, 
and redeemed him z and bought his Com- 
modities which the Pirates had taken 
from him, which were certain Barrels of 
Pitch, The old Man perceiving, that 
not for any good Service he could do 
him, nor for the Gain of that Commodity, 
but meerly out of Pity and Charity he 
had done this, diſcovered a great Mals of 
Treaſure hidden in the Pitch, whereby 
the Merchant in a very ſhort time became 
very rich, at which very time God made 

that Word good ; He that ſoweth liberal- 
ly, ſhall reap liberally , the liberal Soul ſhall 
be made fat; the Liberal deviſetb liberal 
_ Things, and by liberal Things he ſhall ſtand, 
It is fabled of Midas, that whoever he 
touched, he turned into Gold: It is cer- 
tain that a liberal Hand, a liberal Heart 
turns all into Gold, into Gain, as Scrip- 


ture and Experience do abundantly evi- 
dence. | Ea 
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It is reported of 7 iberius the Emperor, 
that paſſing by a Place where he ſaw a 
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Croſs lying on the Ground upon a mar- 
b le Stone, and cauſing the Stone to be 
digged up, found a great deal of 'Trea- 
{ure under the Croſs. So has many a pre- 
cious Saint found great Treaſure under the 
Croſſes and Afflictions they have been exch. 
ciſed with, wy 


I have read of an //alian Poet, who 
brings in a proper young Man, rich ang 
otent, diſcourſing with Death in the 


{Habit of a Mower, with his Scythe in 


his Hand, cutting down the Lite of all 
Men; (Lor all Fleſh is groſs, Ia. xl. 6.) 
And wilt thou not ſpare any Perſon, 


| faith the young Man? I ſpare none, 
ſaith Death, Death's Motto is, I yield 


to none, | 

A Heathen once ſaid, That the wiiol- 
Lite of Man -ſhould be nothing elſe but 
a Meditation of Death. 3. 
 Luther's laſt Prayer was this: My 
heavenly Father, thou haſt manifeſted 


_ unto me thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 


have taught him, I have known him : I 
love him as my Life, my Health and 


my Redemption, whom the wicked have 


perſecuted, maligned, and with Injury 
affected: draw my Soul to thee. After 
N | this 
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this he ſaid, I commend my Spirit into 
thy Hands, thou haſt redeemed me, O 
God of Truth, Ge. 
Sir Henry Wotton thought it the great- 

eſt Happineſs in this Lite, to be at Lei- 
ſure, and to do good; as in his latter 
End he was uſed to ſay, when he re- 
flected on paſt Times, though a Man 
eſteemed ſober and learned, How much 
Time have I to repent of, and how little 
to do it in! | : 

Sir Chriftepher Halton, a little before 
his Death, adviſed his Relations to be ſe- 
rious in the Search after the Will of God 
in the holy Word: For (ſaid he) it is 
deſervedly accounted a piece of excellent 
Knowledge to underſtand the Law of the 
Land, and the Cuſtoms of a Man's Coun- 
try; how much more to know the Sta- 
tutes of Heaven, and the Laws of Eter- 
nity; thoſe immutable and eternal Laws 
of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs ! to know 
the Will and Pleaſure of the great Mo- 
narch' and univerſal King of the whole 
World! I have ſeen an End of all Perfec- 
tion; but thy Commandments, O God, are 
exceeding broad. | 

The great Duke of Montmorency, Col- 
league to the Duke of Orleans, (Brother 

| to 
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to the French King, Lewis XHI.) in the 
War by them agitated againſt the Mini- 


ſtry of Cardinal Rich/ieu, being taken and 


convicted at Lyons, a little before his be- 
heading, looking upon himſelf then very 
richly attired; Ah! (ſays he) this be- 
comes not a Servant of — crucified Jeſus! 
What do I with theſe Vanities about me ? 
He was poor, deſpiſed and mocked, when 


he went to the Croſs to die for my Sins; 


and immediately he ſtripped himſelf of all 
his Finery, and put a more grave and 


- modeſt Garment on him. 


Charles the Vth. Emperor of Germany, 
King of Spain, and Lord of the Nether- 
lands, after three-and-twenty pitched 


Fields, ſix Triumphs, four Kingdoms 


conquered, and eight Principalities ad- 
ded to his Dominions, (a greater Inſtance 


can ſcarce be given) reſigned up all his 


Pomp to other Hands, and betook him- 
ſelf to his Retirement; leaving- this Te- 


ſtimony behind him concerning the Life 


he ſpent in the Honours and Pleaſures of 
his Retreat from them all ; That the ſin- 
cere Study, Profeſſion and Practice of 


the Chriſtian Religion, had in it ſuch 


Joys and Sweetnelſs, as Courts were Stran- 
gers to. 


A 
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Cardin Wolſey, the moſt abſolute and 
wealthy Miniſter of State this Kingdom 
ever had, ſo that in his Jime he ſeemed to 
govern Europe as well as England, when he 
| came to the Period of his Life, left the 
| World with this cloſe Reilection upon 
himſelf : Had I been as diligent to ſerve 

my God, as I was to pleaſe my King, he 


would not have left me now in my grey 
Hairs. 
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